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OCTOBER 24 - BIG MONTH IN A BIG YEAR FOR THE LITTLE CRITTERS 
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IT’S A GREAT YEAR FOR BUGS & BUTTERFLYS –  JOIN IN 

ACTIVITIES TO EXPLORE THE WEALTH OF AMAZING 

CRITTERS WITHIN & AROUND OUR TOWN... 

After an action-filled October long-weekend, we now turn 

our focus towards the trillions of tiny creatures that work 

together everyday to keep our planet healthy and 

productive. The very essence of our existence. 

We uncover Andamooka’s incredible little creatures over 

the weekend of Friday 25th to Sunday 27th October, taking 

advantage of this year’s weather and environmental 

conditions, which are perfect for bugs, birds & other little 

creatures. This is an opportunity not to be missed.  

It’s relaxed, fun and informative, starting with Friday’s 

Families and Friends Sunset to Dark tag-along adventure 

heading out into the donga to work with well known bug 

ecologist, Kristen Messenger, to capture and identify 

amazing critters from moths to hopping mice, that are all 

busy around us every night as we sleep. With Kristen’s 

expertise we might discover an unknown species.   

Early Birds is the theme for Saturday’s Sunrise Bird & Bug 

Watch & Snap tag-along adventure when you can learn 

how to best capture beautiful birds, butterflies, dragonflies 

and more, on camera in the soft light of dawn. Bring along 

your camera or phone, & bits to share for breakfast. 

BE PART OF WORKSHOPS FOR ARID ZONE GARDENERS & 

CONSERVATIONISTS WITH KRISTEN MESSENGER 

What is captured and found from exploring will form part of 

Sunday’s Soils to Plate workshops. Great for gardeners & 

conservationists. Presenter Kristen worked for the Adelaide 

Botanic Gardens for 18 years and has a wealth of knowledge 

about arid lands growing. 

Learn about how the best soil for growing is formed by 

microscopic creatures in the soil, and how bugs, birds, 

reptiles and small mammals all contribute towards healthy 

plants and growing conditions. Good bugs and bad bugs. 

This will all help you to better plan your garden for survival 

and for producing fresh seasonal food for your plate.  

Be part of creating a vibrant & resilient future for Andamooka. 

Andamooka Hub came alive with long weekend activities.      

A big Friday night started off with the first of AOFTA’s Opal 

Evolution Festival light shows featuring an historic theme, 

staged at sunset out front of the Tuckabox.  It was also a big 

night at the Community Hall keeping Dine-a-mite Café busy, 

and the opening of well known artist Tom Polacheck’s 

exhibition of works resulting from his recent trip to 

Andamooka titled “Andamooka & Lake Torrens From Above” 

which are part of a larger and longer term project entitled 

“Abstracting Australia”, aimed to capture the beauty and 

patterns of the Australian landscape from an aerial 

perspective. Patrons also sharing Arts Collective ‘Little Critters’ 

progressive photographic exhibition, celebrating little 

creatures that often go unseen as we go about daily activities.  

Saturday was busy with markets at the Hall and a huge turn-

out for APOMA’s kids Annual Colour-Run down at the Rec 

Precinct. The Lap Shed kept busy with demonstrations & have-

a-go activities into the afternoon.  

As sunset closed in on Saturday night Opal Creek Blvd came 

alive with an amazing Festival Street Parade featuring giant 

puppets, leading to AOFTA’s Opal Evolution Festival Party 

where patrons enjoyed live music and activities for kids. This 

was followed by workshops and activities on Sunday.  

Monday morning re-wilding activities added understory 

ground cover and bushes to Hub treelines and gardens.  

Guess who’s been in the Colour-Run? 

FESTIVALS & FUN… the long weekend had it all!! 
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Police: 131 444 

SES/CFS:  
Emergency 132 500 

Andamooka Community Health 
Service:  
Hospital Road   8672 7087 
Or 1800 773 772 
After hours: Emergency only 

Post Office:   8672 7007 
Opal Creek Blvd. 
- Dukes Bottlehouse Motel 
- Laundromat 
- Claims Registrations 
Open 7 days
Hours: 9am - 5pm Weekdays 

11am - 3pm Weekends 

Andamooka Powerhouse: 
8672 7135 
Faults & Emergencies 1300 151 935 

Andamooka Town Office:   
10.30am to 2.00pm Tues to Thurs. 
School Rd, 0477 184 485  
andamookatownoffice@gmail.com 

OCA:   8648 5970 
CCS & Avdata payments accepted at 
Andamooka Post Office 

Andamooka School & Children’s 
Centre:   8672 7018 

Andamooka Community Hall: 
Enquiries contact Town Office 
- Kids Splash Pad & BBQ Area 
- Book Exchange & Art Exhibitions

Dine-A-Mite Café:    0409 512 692 
Located at the Community Hall 
Hours: Mon - Tues: Closed 

Wed - Thurs: 9am - 2pm 
Fri: 9am - 2pm & 5pm - 8pm 
Sat - Sun: 9am - 2pm 

Andamooka Caravan Park & Play-
space:   0477 184 485 
Opal Creek Blvd, Rec Precinct 

Celebrations:  
Dodgy Drive.  Town hub 
Open 7 days 
Hours:  Mon - Sat 9am - 8pm 

Sun: 10am - 8pm 

CWA:   
Boo-Teek Op Shop: 
CWA Rd. 
Hours: Fri - Sat: 9am - 12pm 

Motor Vehicle Registration: 
Roxby Downs Town Council 
8671 0010 

For more details, visit: 
www.andamooka.sa.au 

FOR ALL EMERGENCIES  
CALL 000 

 
Your call will be directed to the 

right organisation to manage 
the situation. 

COMMUNITY CONTACTS 
& INFORMATION. 

Disclaimer: The information presented 
within the Andamooka Press is intend-
ed for the Andamooka Community. No 
Liability is accepted  for any unauthor-
ised use of the information contained 
within this publication. 

APOMA reserve the right to edit all 
submissions for publication in the 
Andamooka Press. 

No responsibility is taken for the ad-
vertisers’ claims. 

Publisher:  

Produced & published by the Anda-
mooka Progress & Opal Miners Associ-
ation Inc. (APOMA) 

P.O. Box 246 Andamooka SA 5722 

What’s On in Little Critters OCTOBER 
  Month of October - Community Hall exhibits— internationally renown artist Tom 

Polacheck photographic artist— Torrens Lake works 2024.  & Little Critters photographic 

exhibit - Andamooka Arts Collective.  

 Add your photo of a Little Critter - birds, reptiles, little animals, bugs, butterflies & more 

to the COMMUNITY PHOTO GALLERY - at the Community Hall - all of October. 

 Fri 25th— Families & Friends Tag-along Little Critters discover, catch and ID adventure 

from sunset. Do you have a bug that you’d like to know more about or ID. Bring a photo 

along and Kristen will help you with this. 

 Sat 26th - Birds, Damsels & Dragons - sunrise Tag-along photographic and ID adventure. 

 Sat 26th - Food & Music Festival  Roxby Downs from 3pm 

 Sun 27th– FROM SOILS TO PLATE -  learn about growing and conservation in arid zones 

including bush foods. Workshop commences 10.30 am at the Rec Centre till 3.30pm. 

 Sun 27th Kids Scarecrow Making Competition Pump Track shelter regisrations 10.30am. 

 Thurs 31st Oct & Fri 1st Nov  Halloween on the Hill - from 5.00pm 

 All of October— Rewilding Activities—join in UNDER-STORY PLANTING - Andamooka 

Hub gardens- adding ground-cover and low bush to Hub surrounds. 

 Look out for GROWING & CONSERVATION  ACTIVITIES—featuring guest presenters bring 

their experience & knowledge to our Community Produce Garden, Bush Food and Re-

Wilding Projects. Soils, what grows where and how, water & conditions, good bugs & 

bad bugs… vital keys to the health & survival of our gardens and environment.       

Register your interest via the email below or text 0477 184 485 

 Saturday 2nd Nov - ALL SOULS / ALL SAINTS DAY— Dusk at Andamooka Cemetery. 

30th Nov - Skunks Annual Toy Run 

for updates & information on Andamooka events & activities follow f: /AndamookaHub  

Join Andamooka Events Planning get-togethers - all welcome 

  email: andamookatownoffice@gmail.com 

Andamooka Progress & Opal Miners Association Inc. 
‘Preserving our past and planning for our future’ 

2024 APOMA Annual General Meeting 

2.00pm, Sunday 24th November 2024 at the 

Andamooka Community Hall 

School Road, Andamooka  

All members of the community are welcome to attend. 
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Kids just wanna have fun! 

 A WEEKEND FOR ALL… FAMILIES, FRIENDS, COUPLES & SINGLES.. 

Come exploring, hunting, gathering & observing 

Find out about arid land gardening, bush foods & more 

Re-wilding & creating food security for our community  

Managing soils, moisture & plants in arid land extremes.. 

LITTLE CRITTERS WEEKEND 

Friday 25th to Sunday 27th October - based at Rec Centre 

• Friday Sunset tag-along adventure - nocturnal little critters

with Kristen Messenger - spotlight, ID & record, photograph..

• Sat Sunrise tag-along Birds & Bugs, watching & photography

• Sunday workshop.. From Soils to Plate - what you need to know

about growing in arid environments for great gardens & to put

delicious fresh fruit & vegies on your plate.

To register:  

Phone/text 0477 184 485 or email: andamookatownoffice@gmail.com 
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COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD 

Please register to receive your newsletter via email, or to register someone you know who would need a print copy 

Email: andamookatownoffice@gmail.com or call / text (m) 0477 184 485 

Is your APOMA      
membership up to date? 

APOMA member annual     
subscriptions are due 1st Jan. 

Members lose financial status if 
not  renewed by 31 March.   

To check contact the Town 
Office at:

andamookatownoffice@gmail.com 
Or text to ph: 0427 184 485 

Fees can be paid at the Town 
Office or via EFTto 

APOMA BSB: 085 896 
Acc: 71 073 5044 




