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Top End monsoons have brought significant 

rains to Andamooka. Much as we love these 

greatly needed storm events that top our 

tanks and revive our thirsty gardens, we 

desert dwellers don’t enjoy the dreaded 

humidity that it creates. 

Never-the-less, we get out our tools, mend 

the toppled fences, fix the broken power-

lines that threw us into darkness at the 

height of the storm, scrape mud off path-

ways, and relish the chance to enjoy a long 

cool shower again at the end of these hot 

steamy days. 

Our kids can’t miss the opportunity to play 

in the creeks and splash in mud-puddles. 

We all walk around with elevated mud  

 

 

soles on our shoes leaving sticky trails on 

floors and pathways. 

We drive around in mud spattered vehicles   

leaving muddy trails on the roads and       

sliding erratically along the dirt tracks    

cursing careless drivers that dig ruts in the 

wet mud that we try earnestly to flatten out 

again before they dry and harden.   

However, we all know that before the 

month is done everything will dry out again 

and life will get back to normal, but, with 

the blessing of water that will keep us going 

till the next time.   

Then there’s the wildflowers that will soon 

burst into life in all colours of the rainbow  

…. and you ask us why we live here…. 

This months photo:  Young  local, Jimmy Johnson, stopped on his way to school to check that the 
new wall in front of The Cottages held up when Opal Creek Blvd. flooded following the March 8-9 
rain event.  Andamooka recorded the highest rainfall in SA on Tuesday 8th at 47mm although 
some residents recorded falls up to 52mm.                                             Photo: Chelsea Parker, Mar.2016      

Contact us:       Phone:  0427 508075    Email: andamookapress@gmail.com      We’re on the web:  www. andamooka.sa.au 

 ACROSS THE  
EDITOR’S DESK: 
 

 Catching up.  This 
March issue is a 
week late, but we 
will be back on time 
with the April issue.  

 Don’t forget to 
send in details of 
your local organisa-
tion’s events or  
activities.  

  We welcome your 
stories and photos.  

  Would you like to 
nominate your, or a 
friends garden for 
the Garden Guru 
page?  

  Please contact Gill 
on 0427508075 
with enquiries.  
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Andamooka Progress & Opal 
Miners Association Inc.  

APOMA Is the peak body       
representing the opal miners, 
residents and township of     

Andamooka.  

APOMA’S key objectives are to 
lead the community and protect 
miners rights; promote social 
wellbeing; maintain and develop 
the township; develop and        
promote opal mining and opal 
markets; promote tourism,     
promote and facilitate social   
inclusion and equality within the 

township.   

Chairman: Stefan Bilka 

     (m) 0427181752 

Secretary: Gill Rowley 

Email: apomaprogress@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Rob Hancock 

www: andamooka.sa.au 

Next meeting April 2016  

Correspondence addressed to The 

Secretary due 1st of each Month. 

PUBLISHER: 

Produced & published by the  
Andamooka Progress & Opal  
Miners Assoc. Inc. (APOMA) 

PO Box 246 Andamooka SA 5722 

Chair: S. Bilka (m) 0427181752 

Editor: Gill Rowley  

(m) 0427508075 

(Email) andamookapress@gmail.com 

Email us to receive an email copy, or 
phone to request a paper copy. 

CIRCULATION: 150 hard copies,      
170 via email &                              
online at www:andamooka.sa.au 

ADVERTISING & NOTICES: 

Advertising & notices are free of 

charge for local charities & groups. 
 

Business & commercial rates: 

Full page: by sponsorship only   

Half page: $25 or  $250 annually 

Quarter page: $15 or $150 annually 

Business Card: $5 or $50 annually 

Other sizes: available on request. 

CONTACT: Gill Rowley   

(m) 0427508075 

Email: andamookapress@gmail.com 

Disclaimer:  Information within the Andamooka Press is    
intended for the Andamooka Community. No Liability is      
accepted for any unauthorized use of the information         
contained within this publication. 
We reserve the right to edit all submissions for publication in 
The Andamooka Press. 
No responsibility is taken for advertiser’s claims. 

C U R R E N T  A P O M A  A C T I V I T I E S  

Points of Interest from the February 2016 

APOMA Committee Meeting: 

 A sub-committee will be established for      

development of 2016/17 budget. 

 APOMA to identify a project for Community 

Benefits Grant and to forward an application. 

 The decommissioning and sale of the grader 

and tractor is progressing. 

 Andamooka Yacht Club (AYC) will make a 

donation whenever they hold a private     

function at the café. 

 Current Assets $27,039.56. Balance sheet  

shows at bank $19,781.00.  

MINUTES & OTHER INFORMATION:  

Approved APOMA minutes are posted on the website.  

If unable to access the website please call APOMA  to 

arrange an alternative. 

Wishing you all a safe & happy      

Easter break  &    

inviting you to join 

in the Andamooka       

Easter  weekend 

activities. 

 

Police:           86727072  
 

SES/CFS:                                
John West:             0408807943  
Stefan Bilka:          0427181752  
 

Andamooka Medical Service:       
Hospital Road           86727087  
See page 6 for daily clinic hours . 
After Hours: Emergencies only . 
 

Post Office:   Open 7 days.  
Dukes Bottlehouse Motel:  
Laundry-mat: 
Opal Creek Blvd.        86727007   
 

Mines Office:           86727017  
Hrs: 6-12/1-5 Tues & Wed,            
6-11 Thurs  
 

Andamooka Powerhouse:  
          86727135   
Power cards: Friendly Grocer  
 

Friendly Grocer:    86727034 
Gas refills/Fuel/Hardware:    
Opal Creek Blvd.  Open 7 days  
Open: 9-6 weekdays, 9-3 Sat., 
10-1 Sun.  
 

OCA (Outback Communities 
Authority) & ATMC: 86727246  
School Road  
 

Andamooka School &          
Children’s Centre:  86727018  
Public Library: internet/Wi-Fi 
8-10 & from 1.30 weekdays. 
Check for closing hrs.  
School Road.  
 

Community Hall:  
Enquiries contact APOMA  
Kids Splash Pad & BBQ       
AYC Café:       0478139188  
Opal Creek Blvd.  
 

Caravan Park/ Playground:  
Opal Creek Blvd.       8672 7246  
 

Tuckabox Hotel:    86727137  
Takeaway available.  
Opal Creek Blvd    Open 7 days  
 

Bottle Shop:           86727183  
Opal Creek Blvd    Open 7 days  
 

Roving Vet:           86423308  
 

CWA:            86727004  
Boo-Teek Op shop:  
Top of CWA Road  
Hrs: 9-12 Wed/Fri/Sat  
 

Motor Vehicle Registration:  
Roxby Downs Town Council  

 

More details:  

www.andamooka.sa.au  

COMMUNITY & VISITOR   
INFORMATION 

The Committee advises that: 

 Peter Allen tendered his resignation as    
APOMA Secretary due to personal reasons. 

He will retain his position on the Committee. 

 An offer to fill the casual vacancy position on 
the Committee was  accepted by Gill Rowley 
who was also designated with the role of  

Secretary. 

 Work is about to commence on the tropical 
roof over the ablution block and additional 

tree planting at the Caravan Park  

 Work continues on The Cottages and             

digitization of historic records. 

 Committee meeting with PIRSA re land    

access  

APOMA NEWS 
Preserving our past and planning for our future 

AROUND 60MM OF RAIN WAS RECORDED IN     
ANDAMOOKA BETWEEN 7-9 MARCH 
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KEEPING UP WITH BUSINESS  

Progressing the Town Development Plan 

 

 
 

ALL STOPS ARE OUT TO GET WORK FINISHED ON THE 2015/16         
DEVELOPMENT STAGE OF THE CARAVAN PARK AHEAD OF THE    
TOURIST SEASON. 
 

Over the next month work will continue  on the new ablution 
block at the Andamooka Caravan Park in preparation for an    
anticipated increase in visitation during the forthcoming tourist 
season. 

A new tropical roof will 
be constructed over the 
top of the ablution block 
creating shade and     
additional shelter for the 
facility as well as          
improving aesthetics. 

 

The new structure will complement the existing tropical roof over the 
BBQ area which was constructed ahead of the 2014-15 tourist season. 

An additional 12 trees will be planted in the ablution block surrounds. If 
they grow as successfully as those  planted over the past 5 years they will 
add to the overall beautification of the area. 

The recreation facility which includes an under-cover playground, skate 

park, BBQ area with adjacent toilets, and a caravan pump-out station, has 

been developed over the past 3 years under the Andamooka Town      

Management Plan.  

Funded by community 

contributions together with grant funding, much of the work has 

been undertaken by locals either as  volunteers or under the RJC 

Program which has injected around $16,000 into community  

development in this financial year.    

 

ATMC 

Office Hours 

Monday to Thursday  

8:30 am—1:30 pm 
 

Please leave a message Ph: 08 8672 7246 

Email: admin@atmc.sa.gov.au 
 

Urgent enquiries: 

Byron Gough (OCA) on (m) 0427687772 

ATMC minutes available at 

oca.sa.gov.au/atmc 

Cnr. Opal Creek Blvd & Water Rd  
Grid ref: 30.27.92 S / 137.9.40 E  

Sealed road from Stuart Hwy  
 

Unlimited nights at $3 per person per night  
  

 Shower & Toilets  

 Undercover BBQ area  

 Water available  

 Waste pump out facility  

 Undercover playground  

 Walking distance to town hub  

If we don’t 
have it, we’ll 
try to get it! 

Your one stop shop 
Opal Creek Blvd.  Ph: 86727034 

     

   ANDAMOOKA FRIENDLY GROCER    
 

 Big range of groceries, fresh fruit, veg & meats 

 Fuel & Gas Refills 

 Hardware & camping gear 

 Car accessories & batteries 

 Pre-paid phone & power cards 

 SA Lottery Agency 

 ATM 

 Craft & Stationery 

ANDAMOOKA CARAVAN PARKANDAMOOKA CARAVAN PARKANDAMOOKA CARAVAN PARK   

The newly completed wheelchair ramp which 
will be protected under the new tropical roof 

to be built over the structure. 
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WHATS ON                   
IN ANDAMOOKA              
MARCH & APRIL 2016  

   

    

 

 

 
 

 

More details.   

Visit www.andamooka.sa.au  
 

 

2016 YUNTA PICNIC RACES & GYMKHANA  

SATURDAY 23RD APRIL 

YUNTA RACECOURSE 

 

 

 

Find updates on Facebook or Phone  Ros: 8650 5005 

ANDAMOOKA COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 

Meets 3rd Sunday of each month 

1.00pm for lunch,                        
Communion 2.00pm  

Next meeting: 20th March 

Welcome All Seniors  
 

Wacky Wednesdays 
 

Join in the fun & activities or 
just enjoy a cuppa & chat 

 

10.00-12noon  
at the CFS Shed 

Andamooka  
Sports Shooting Assoc. (ASSA) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
For more information on       
weekly activities & events 

Contact: Matt  0419 504 200 

ANDAMOOKA / R.D. BIBLE 
CHURCH 

Worship Service 10.30 Sun. 
Bible Study 7.30 Wed. 

Water Way, Andamooka 

Contact: 8672 7004 

T H E  A N D A M O O K A  P R E S S  

All Welcome 
 

Ping Pong nights 
Tuesdays 6.00pm 
Community Hall 

Contact: Kurt  0478143595 

MARCH APRIL 

JULY 

MAY 

AUGUST 

NOVEMBER OCTOBER SEPTEMBER 

APOMA BBQ Good Friday 

Easter Market  Sat: 26th 

Easter Egg Hunt & Pancake 

Breakfast Sun 27th 

JUNE 

ASSA 200 Target  club event        
Sat 2nd-Sun 3rd 

Calvary Community Care 
Presentation  Tues 5th—
details Page 7 

Andamooka Opal Classic             

150 Target Shotgun Event 

Sat18th-Sun19th  

May 2017—proposed May 

Day Weekend 

Dog registrations due APOMA AGM 

APOMA Christmas Dinner  

 October Long Weekend 

Event 

 

 

FEBRUARY JANUARY DECEMBER Andamooka Youth Group  
Friday & Sat nights 7-10pm 

Community Hall 

Food/Music/Games/Movies...Food/Music/Games/Movies...Food/Music/Games/Movies...   

Contact: Donna, 0484367629 
andamookayouthgroup@gmail.com 

Andamooka Sports Shooting 

Assoc. (ASSA) 

Kym Faehrmann &      
Brian Rapsey Memorial  
200 Target Club Event 

Sat 2–Sun 3rd April  

At the ASSA Range 

More information contact:             

Matt Glasser (m) 0419504200 
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    APOMA EASTER BBQ 
     Good Friday  25th March   

6.00pm at The Cottages 

Country Music by Teardrop 
Featuring Jack Mitchell 

 

Ph: Stefan 0427181752 for more information 

A N D A M O O K A  E A S T E R  M A R K E T  O N  T R A C K  

The Andamooka Youth Group will be running a “Pie in your 
Face” fundraiser at the Community Hall on Saturday 26th March  
for schools damaged by Cyclone Winston in Fiji. 

The Easter Markets kick off at 9.00am and there’s something for 
everyone among the stalls and features with great food, live 
music, competitions and more, together with art displays, opal 
sales, artisan stalls, and tarot reading. 

There’s loads for Kids to do with plaster painting, a jumping   
castle and the Splash Pad for cooling off, so don’t forget to pack 
towels and dry clothes. 

Organiser’s advise there is still limited room available for       
additional stallholders so don’t hesitate to call and register    
your interest. 

Visitors are welcome with accommodation available at the local 

Motel, or there’s plenty of room to stay at the Andamooka   

Caravan Park and camping area at just $3 per night per person.   

 

 

T H E  A N D A M O O K A  P R E S S  

COFFEES, TOASTIES, SMOOTHIES 
ART & JEWELLERY 

Community Hall 
School Road, Andamooka 
PH: 0478 139 188 
Email: andamookayachtclub@gmail.com 
www.andamookayachtclub.com 
 

HOURS: 

Tues-Sat: 9-4 

Sun: 10-3 

Mon: Closed 

 

 

ANDAMOOKA EASTER MARKET 
Andamooka Community Hall  

Sat. 26th March    

Activities start from 9.00am till 3.00pm 

Artisan Stalls, Kids Activities, Opal Sales, Art Displays,           
Live Music,  Great Food  & more… 

  

For more information contact: 
Matilda: 0478 139 188  or email: andamookayachtclub@gmail.com  

Or Donna: at email: andamookayouthgroup@gmail.com 

ANDAMOOKA YOUTH GROUP  

EASTER FUN 

Easter Saturday 26th March 

Join in the  

‘Pie in your Face’ 
Fundraiser 

At the Community Hall 

 

 Easter Sunday  27th March   

Easter Egg Hunt  

& Pancake Breakfast  
10.00am at The Cottages  

Gold coin donation 

(children under 7 must be supervised by an adult) 

 

For more information phone Donna:  0484 367629 

    
  ANDAMOOKA   
  1002 DODGY DRIVE  ………………………………..(08) 8672 7183 

CHECK OUR SPECIALS 
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         Police Report 

 

As we all know the Easter long weekend is quickly approaching and this is a great week-
end to enjoy the company of our family and friends. Unfortunately every year at Easter 
there are a number of fatalities on our roads, many of these are on rural roads such as the 
ones in and around our town.  
 

The sad thing is that the majority of these deaths are preventable by obeying the speed limits, wearing seatbelts, main-
taining focus when driving and not being easily distracted and not driving whilst under the influence of drugs or alcohol.  
 

By doing this it prevents the chance of someone being seriously or fatally injured in a vehicle accident. There will be nu-
merous police out in force over the weekend conducting operations in relation to driving offences. Please slow down 
and think before getting behind the wheel of a vehicle, it could save a life. 
 

Thank you 

Brevet Sergeant Tristan Fantinel 
Andamooka Police Station  
South Australia Police 
8672 7072 

 

Dr Owen Lewis 

MBBS DCH DRCOG DA FRACGP GDPHC 

Clinics held most weeks on Tuesdays 

10 am - 12.30 pm 

Andamooka Dukes Bottlehouse Motel 

Appointments: please ring 

Roxby Downs Medical Practice:  8671 1900 

ANDAMOOKA HEALTH SERVICES 

 

REMINDER:  Don’t Forget to check on your AMBULANCE COVER. 
Contact:  SA Ambulance  Ph: 1300 13 62 72   
or visit: www.saambulance.com.au 

RFDS new provider of nursing services. 

Country Health SA (CHSA) has appointed the Royal Flying Doctor 
Service (RFDS ) as provider of nursing services for the Andamooka 
and Marla communities under an agreement for up to five years.  
 

The RFDS is an experienced health service provider to remote 
communities with a close relationship with the Far North, having 
provided services to Marree and emergency support to remote 
communities in the region for a number of years.  
 

The agreement secures a long term and sustainable nursing     
service model to ensure that quality services continue to be   
available for the local communities of Andamooka, Marla and 
Marree. 
 

The RFDS will be providing Registered Nursing support, chronic 
disease management and after-hours emergency services across 
the three locations.  
 

The communities of Andamooka and Marla will also benefit from 
integration with RFDS practice management services based in 
Port Augusta which include 24 hours a day access to Telehealth 
services, GP ‘fly-in’ clinics and emergency aeromedical services.  
 

The RFDS will also continue to provide support to SAAS and local 
volunteer ambulance crews. 
 

Andamooka Health Service 
Lot 33 Hospital Road, Andamooka. 

Attended by: Diane Bilka & Vicki Finzel, Remote Area Nurses 

Opening Hours:   
9.00 –12noon—2.00 to 5.00pm Mon/Tues/Thurs/Fri 

9.00-12noon Wed.  On call 24hrs— emergency only 

Ph:  08 8672 7087  Fax: 08 8872 7222 
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Please register to receive your newsletter via email, or to register someone you know who would need a print copy 
email:  andamookapress@gmail.com    or call (m) 0427 508075 

 

Understanding Aged Care Options –  
Question & Answer Session 
 
Tuesday April 5, 10.30am                            
at Andamooka Community Hall 
 

Government reforms have changed the way  
older people can access aged care support     
services.  

Calvary Community Care will be running an    
information session on Tuesday April 5th  at 
10.30am to explain how to navigate the new 
system.  

You can learn about the myagedcare portal, 
eligibility criteria and how to access support.   

Come along and meet the experienced Calvary 
staff, ask questions and discuss options available 
for yourself, family members and friends in    
Andamooka and other regions.   

A representative from myagedcare will also be 
present to discuss the new government portal.  

Refreshments will be provided.  

If you require transport please contact APOMA (Call 
Stefan Bilka on 0427 181 752). 

 
Calvary Community Care  

ABOUT  CALVARY COMMUNITY CARE 

Calvary Community Care provides a range of         
services for older people and people with a      
disability to live at home independently and   
actively participate in community life. Our team 
of Support Workers are certified in home and   
community care, first aid and manual handling. 
They also undergo reference and police checks 
and receive specialist training.   

A range of flexible services are tailored to suit 
what matters most to each individual client.   
Services include personal care, transport, meal 
preparation, domestic assistance, respite care 
and social support. Personal alarms and fall    
detectors with a 24 hour monitoring service are 
also available. 

Calvary is a value based, not for profit organisation with a 
rich heritage of caring in the community. 

Protect yourself against disease-

carrying mosquitoes. 

There is currently NO CURE and NO VACCINE to protect 
against Ross River or Barmah Forest virus so the only way to 
protect yourself and your family is to avoid being bitten. 

COVER UP: Wear long, loose fitting, light coloured clothing, 
covering as much of the body as you can. Mosquitoes can 
bit through tight clothing including jeans. 

REPEL: Use insect repellent containing DEET (diethyl      
toluamide) or picariden and always follow instructions on 
the label. 

ELIMINATE: Stop mosquitoes breeding in water pooling 
around your home. 

For more information call SA Health on 08 8226 7100   
or visit www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/FightThe Bite 

FIGHT THE BITE, DAY & NIGHT 

 
School holidays:  
Sat 16th April  to Sun 1st May 2016 
 

 

The Principal 

mailto:andamookapress@gmail.com
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COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD  
Proudly sponsored by 

RURAL BUSINESS SUPPORT & CENTRELINK visiting this 

region 19-23 March 2016.   

For further information and to make an appointment 
please contact :Lloyd Wright 0428 849 950, 
emaill.wright@ruralbusinesssupport.org.au                         

or Robert Holtham 0408 857 691. 
 

Keep up to date through RBS social media sites on        
Facebook and Twitter and sign up for updates and         

information by adding your details on the contact page 
at www.ruralbusinesssupport.org.au 

Free Entry for Young People to Camp Out 
at Camp Gallipoli 

South Australia’s young people benefit enormously from      
connecting with the Anzac legacy and the spirit of mateship. 
The Government of South Australia, through the Office for 
Youth, is proudly sponsoring 500 young people aged 12-25 

years to attend Camp Gallipoli 2016. 
This is a national initiative celebrated around Australia and 

New Zealand on Anzac Day. The Adelaide event brings up to 
6,000 young people and families together to immerse        
themselves in a modern experience commemorating            

Australia’s involvement in World War I. 

Participants at the Adelaide event will: 
·         camp out for two days and one night 
·         attend a dawn service 
·         participate in an Anzac flame ceremony 
·         engage in learning experiences focusing on Australia’s proud 

Anzac heritage 
·         become members of the  Camp Gallipoli Club which entitles 
them to 12 months’ access to a World War I and Gallipoli online 
database, the RSL’s online genealogical resources and a              
subscription to the club’s newsletter. 

Participants must bring their own bedding (sleeping bags, 
pillows, foam mattresses), and can either bring their own 

food or purchase food at the event. 
Children under 15 years must be supervised by a              

responsible adult who, if aged over 25 years, will need to 
purchase a ticket from the Camp Gallipoli website. 

To participate in this unique opportunity,             
email : sophie@campgallipoli.com.au and quote 
‘Office for Youth’.   
Applications close at 5pm on 23 April 2016, unless 
tickets sell out earlier. 

Our Neighbourhood          
Community Grants  

Apply Now 
 www.ourneighbourhood.com.au 

Applications close:               
Friday, 1 April 2016 

Information available Post 

Office 

CLASSIFIED NOTICES: 

CWA   

‘Boo-Teek’ OP Shop  
Will be closed for   

March.                        
Regular hrs                      

re-commence            

Wed 5 April. 

Monthly Quiz Question:Monthly Quiz Question:  

How many mm of rain was recorded in Andamooka in 
the period 8-10 March? 

Email, SMS or post your answer to The Editor. Contact details Page 2  

Entries close last day of the month. 

Correct answer scores  go into a monthly draw with one prize awarded from 
our prize pool donated by local businesses. Correct scores are added monthly  
and placed into an  annual draw  in December. 

 
 

Ring my office for an appointment next time I am in ANDAMOOKA 

Rowan  

Ramsey MP 

Federal Member for Grey 

My office can help with Federal 

issues including Centrelink,      

Immigration,  Communications, 

Veterans Affairs & many more 

Please contact Rowan’s Office 1300 301 742 or 8633 1744 

Email: rowan.ramsey.mp@aph.gov.au 

PO Box 296  Port Pirie  SA  5540 

The following information was provided by the Office of Rowan 
Ramsey MP, Federal Member for Grey. 
 

 Stronger Community Grant Round 2.  Applications 
close 31st March 

Applicants are strongly encouraged to read the Stronger 
Communities Programme guidelines and FAQs available 
at  http://www.infrastructure.gov.au/SCP 

mailto:l.wright@ruralbusinesssupport.org.au
file:///C:/Users/gvh/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/YP72ANNR/www.ruralbusinesssupport.org.au
mailto:sophie@campgallipoli.com.au
http://www.infrastructure.gov.au/SCP

