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♦ SALA Registra�ons -
Now Open

More on Events page 9...

January to April - 2023
Volume 13, Issue 1

♦ 7th April: Good Friday
BBQ
♦ 25th April: Anzac Day

♦ 2nd May: SALA
Registra�ons Close

♦ 6th May: Youth Group
Colour Run

♦ 9th - 12th June:
Andamooka Heritage
Fes�val
♦ SALA Exhibi�on 2023
Install: 30th July
Exhibi�on: 2nd Aug- 2nd Sep

Most Andamookan’s would be aware by now of
significant mining industry developments
underway in our region. This is set to progressively
increase Andamooka’s resident popula�on, offer
both new or expanded business opportuni�es, and
new and broader job prospects to our community.

APOMA has been working under the current
Andamooka Town & Community Plan to prepare
for the challenges and opportuni�es within
an�cipated regional change. Expansion of the Old
Grader Shed workshop into a community skills
development complex is underway, which together
with the new media room within the Recrea�on
Centre, will not only work to build skills, confidence
and job readiness for those seeking to find
employment, either locally or within the broader
mining industry, but also offer opportuni�es for
other members of the community to start up small
business or to be part of the growing local co�age
industry.

This complex will offer facili�es and equipment for
members of the community to learn skills ranging
from media and IT, to trades, hospitality,
gardeners/food produc�on, and the arts, with
funding and assistance to be sought for short
courses and workshops, including business skills.

The Caravan and Camp Ground is about to undergo
an upgrade with expanded facili�es, supported by
new recrea�onal facili�es and ac�vi�es.
Community like interest groups are growing and
developing to provide a wide range of ac�vi�es for
residents and a�rac�ons for visitors.

These major projects and their respec�ve
challenges, together with such cri�cal issues as
keeping the town water pipeline together un�l its
replacement is completed, have taken a toll on our
limited workforce. General maintenance is
struggling to stay on schedule. Regardless we have
managed to make a start on the Hub upgrade
and should see most of the planned work around
wind and water mi�ga�on, shade shelters and
landscaping completed over the next 6 months.

The OCA have plans for a public Wifi network
across our region, which will be installed in the
Hall. All of which will be�er support development
of the Hub as a vibrant visitor complex and great
gathering space for residents.

Leading a renewed return to opal mining, stone
cu�ng and jewellery making, and new outlets for
opal sales, the Lapidary group has contributed
greatly to this revival also developing the Lap Shed
as a popular visitor a�rac�on. History and heritage
is another area emerging as a visitor a�rac�on
with upgrades underway to historic features
including the graveyard, and these will be
connected by self-guided walks/drives, and
supported by exhibits, and interac�ve features in
the Hall.

Coming out of the covid bubble is encouraging
a�endance at events, crea�ng more energy within
the community, and staging the way for bringing
back a calendar of regular and annual events, with
lively talk recommencing across the community
around ideas for new special events.

Conversely, the cost of running community
facili�es and programs is rising. U�li�es are up.
Insurances up by around 25%, and the cost of
most items for opera�on, maintenance and repair
is rising. On another level, volunteers are ge�ng
scarce, and our cri�cal community programs and
facili�es need personnel to coordinate them to
support and encourage on-going par�cipa�on. So,
this year’s town budget is going to create
challenges in terms of how we distribute our
funds, find efficiencies, and how overall we meet
these costs.

All of this is to be raised for discussion and
community input at the next community forum /
member mee�ng. So please take �me to be there.
One hour out of one day, can collec�vely create
great thinking and direc�on towards the next
cri�cal step for town and community planning.

- Gill Rowley

COLLECTIVELY TAKING THE NEXT GIANT STEP
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Chair: Ian Thompson

PO Box 246 Andamooka SA 5722
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Email: admin2@apoma.com.au

CIRCULATION: 250 hard copies &

Web: www.andamooka.sa.au
Facebook: /AndamookaHub
Email us to receive an email copy,
or phone us to request a paper
copy.

Digital distribu�on by web and email.

Andamooka progress and opal miners association Inc.Community contacts

ADVERTISING & NOTICES

PUBLISHER

Adver�sing & no�ces are free of
charge to local chari�es and
groups.

ADVERTISING RATES:
Full Page: By Sponsorship Only

1/4 Page: $25 or $250 Annually
1/6 Page: $15 or $150 Annually
Strip: $17 or $175 Annually
Business Card: $7.50 or $75
Annually

1/3 Page: $32 or $325 Annually

Classified: $5 or $50 Annually

CONTACT: Gill Rowley
Email: treasurer@apoma.com.au

Produced by Andamooka Town
Office, Published by APOMA

APOMA is the peak body
represen�ng the opal miners,
residents, community and township of
Andamooka.

APOMA’S key objec�ves are to lead
the community, protect miners rights
& build a sustainable future for the
town; maintain & develop the
township; assist the development of
opal mining & promote opal markets;
promote & facilitate tourism, promote
& facilitate community wellbeing,
social inclusion & equality within the
township.

NEXT MEETING

Correspondence addressed to the
Secretary due 7 days prior to mee�ng.

FOR ALL EMERGENCIES
CALL 000

Your call will be directed to the
right organisa�on to manage the

situa�on.

Please visit the website to access minutes from APOMA mee�ngs and for
other informa�on. If unable to access the website, please call APOMA to
arrange an alterna�ve.

MINUTES & OTHER INFORMATION:

& Information

Disclaimer: The informa�on presented
within the Andamooka Press is intended
for the Andamooka community. No
liability is accepted for any unauthorised
use of the informa�on contained with
this publica�on.
APOMA reserve the right to edit all
submissions for publica�on in the
Andamooka Press.
No responsibility is taken for adver�ser’s
claims.

April 30th

Chair: Dave Roe Simons
Secretary: Alison Smoker
Treasurer: Gill Rowley

OCA: 26 Mildred St, Pt Augusta West Ph: (08) 8648 5970

Email:
OCA: oca@sa.gov.au

APOMA/Town Office: secretary@apoma.com.au
Town Maintenance/Projects: admin1@apoma.com.au
Events & Memberships: admin3@apoma.com.au

Newsle�er: admin2@apoma.com.au

YOUR ONE-STOP SHOP FOR OCA, APOMA & TOWN BUSINESS
ANDAMOOKA TOWN OFFICE

Town Maintenance: Richard Hawkins 0418 855 165
Address: Community Hub, School Rd, Andamooka

Postal: PO Box 246 Andamooka SA 5722

OPEN TUESDAY - THURSDAY
10AM - 3:00PM

URGENT ENQUIRIES
OCA: 08 8648 5970 APOMA: 0455 321 638

CCS & Avdata payments accepted at Post Office

www.andamooka.sa.au
For more details, visit:

Police: 131 444
SES/CFS:
John West: 0408 807 943
Stefan Bilka: 0427 181 752

Andamooka Community
Health Service:
Hospital Road 8672 7087

Post Office: 8672 7007
Open 7 Days, Opal Creek Blvd.

Hours: 9am - 5pmWeekdays
11am - 3pmWeekends

Andamooka Powerhouse:
8672 7235

Power Cards @ Post Office

Town Office: 0455 321 638

Open: Tue-Thur, 10am - 3pm
School Rd

Centre: 8672 7018
Public Library Hours, See Pg 15

Andamooka Community Hall:
Enquires, contact APOMA
- Kids Splash Pad & BBQ Area

Andamooka Dine-A-Mite Cafe:
Opal Creek Blvd. PH 0409 512 692

Andamooka Caravan Park
& Playground: 0477 184 485
Opal Creek Blvd.

Bo�le Shop: 8672 7183
Opal Creek Blvd. Open 7 Days

Roving Vet: 8642 3308

CWA: 8672 7044
Andamooka Boo-Teek Op Shop
Open Fri & Sat, 9am - 12pm
Top of CWA Rd

Motor Vehicle Registra�on:
Roxby Downs Town Council

Located at the Community Hall

- Book Exchange & Art Exhibi�ons

Andamooka School & Children’s

- Dukes Bo�lehouse Motel
- Laundry-mat
- Claims Registra�on

A�er Hours: Emergencies Only
See page 6 for daily clinic hours

At Bank End March 2023:
Opera�ons acc $145,848
Debit Card $10,937 - Includes $10k of project
funds
Allocated funds acc $41,311
Projects acc $3,981
Reserve Funds $20,687

APOMA Chair: Dave Roe Simons

Secretary: Alison Smoker

Treasurer: Gill Rowley

Commi�ee Members:
John Smirnios
Rose Williams
Rodney Mitchell
Richard Clifford
Ben Roberts
Peter Sach

Commi�ee
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Apoma news & notices Community
Contribu�on
Scheme (CCS)
Quarterly Payments

Avdata Water Payments &

Andamooka Post Office
Reminder that the next CCS
Contribu�ons are due.

Keys managed at the

MAKE SURE YOUR
CONCERNS OR

COMPLAINTS REACH THE
RIGHT PLACE FOR

ATTENTION

The OCA is the responsible body
to manage and have addressed
issues, concerns or complaints
about:

◇ROADS: Including major
external access roads, outer
tracks and town roads.
◇CAT & DOG (Not feral)
ISSUES: Including a�acks,
nuisance, wandering and other
serious concerns.
◇DUMP

Please call direct:
(08) 8648 5970

Or visit the Andamooka Town
Office who will assist your call
to the OCA via the Office.

APOMA
MEMBERSHIPS
APOMA 2022 memberships
lapse end of March 2023.
To make your vote count,
please make sure that you
have paid-up your 2023

membership fees.
Fees can be paid at the
Town Office or online to:

NAB
BSB:085 896

Acc: 2425 11591

Andamooka Progress & Opal Miners Association Incorporated (APOMA) 
Postal: PO Box 246 Andamooka SA 5722     email: secretary@apoma.com.au            www.andamooka.sa.au 

Phone: 0477 184 485 

 
 

Andamooka Progress and Opal Miners Association Inc. 

 ‘Preserving our past and planning for our future’ 
 

:  NOTICE  : 

General Meeting of APOMA Members & Community Forum 

 ANDAMOOKA - THE NEXT STEP FORWARD 

2.00pm, Sunday 30th April 2023 

Andamooka Community Hall, School Road, Andamooka. 

 

AGENDA: 

 

1. OPENING OF MEETING   

1.1.  CHAIR’S WELCOME 

1.2.   Introduction of new APOMA Chair and Committee 

2. ATTENDANCE / APOLOGIES / PROXIES 

2.1. Confirmation of Quorum 

3. GENERAL BUSINESS 

3.1.   Overview of December to March quarter & current activities to end March 2022 

3.2.   Financial Report  

3.2.1. Qtly report to end March 2023 – Association, Town Management 

3.2.2. Grants & Projects – Funding 2022-23 and proposed direction for future funding   

3.3.  Report current projects and town maintenance /services 

3.4.  Community Programs and Services – updates and discussion  

3.5.   Major Events - activities and development – 2023-25 

3.6.   Progressing draft – Andamooka Town & Community Plan 2024-27 

3.7.  2023-24 CARM Agreement – presentation of draft / discussion / progression  

3.8.  Future of the Outback – update   

4.   OTHER BUSINESS  

 

5.   CLOSURE 
 

 

Andamooka Progress & Opal Miners Association Incorporated (APOMA) 
Postal: PO Box 246 Andamooka SA 5722     email: secretary@apoma.com.au            www.andamooka.sa.au 

Phone: 0477 184 485 

 
 

Andamooka Progress and Opal Miners Association Inc. 

 ‘Preserving our past and planning for our future’ 
 

:  NOTICE  : 

General Meeting of APOMA Members & Community Forum 

 ANDAMOOKA - THE NEXT STEP FORWARD 

2.00pm, Sunday 30th April 2023 

Andamooka Community Hall, School Road, Andamooka. 

 

AGENDA: 

 

1. OPENING OF MEETING   

1.1.  CHAIR’S WELCOME 

1.2.   Introduction of new APOMA Chair and Committee 

2. ATTENDANCE / APOLOGIES / PROXIES 

2.1. Confirmation of Quorum 

3. GENERAL BUSINESS 

3.1.   Overview of December to March quarter & current activities to end March 2022 

3.2.   Financial Report  

3.2.1. Qtly report to end March 2023 – Association, Town Management 

3.2.2. Grants & Projects – Funding 2022-23 and proposed direction for future funding   

3.3.  Report current projects and town maintenance /services 

3.4.  Community Programs and Services – updates and discussion  

3.5.   Major Events - activities and development – 2023-25 

3.6.   Progressing draft – Andamooka Town & Community Plan 2024-27 

3.7.  2023-24 CARM Agreement – presentation of draft / discussion / progression  

3.8.  Future of the Outback – update   

4.   OTHER BUSINESS  

 

5.   CLOSURE 
 

 

Andamooka Progress & Opal Miners Association Incorporated (APOMA) 
Postal: PO Box 246 Andamooka SA 5722     email: secretary@apoma.com.au            www.andamooka.sa.au 

Phone: 0477 184 485 

 
 

Andamooka Progress and Opal Miners Association Inc. 

 ‘Preserving our past and planning for our future’ 
 

:  NOTICE  : 

General Meeting of APOMA Members & Community Forum 

 ANDAMOOKA - THE NEXT STEP FORWARD 

2.00pm, Sunday 30th April 2023 

Andamooka Community Hall, School Road, Andamooka. 

 

AGENDA: 

 

1. OPENING OF MEETING   

1.1.  CHAIR’S WELCOME 

1.2.   Introduction of new APOMA Chair and Committee 

2. ATTENDANCE / APOLOGIES / PROXIES 

2.1. Confirmation of Quorum 

3. GENERAL BUSINESS 

3.1.   Overview of December to March quarter & current activities to end March 2022 

3.2.   Financial Report  

3.2.1. Qtly report to end March 2023 – Association, Town Management 

3.2.2. Grants & Projects – Funding 2022-23 and proposed direction for future funding   

3.3.  Report current projects and town maintenance /services 

3.4.  Community Programs and Services – updates and discussion  

3.5.   Major Events - activities and development – 2023-25 

3.6.   Progressing draft – Andamooka Town & Community Plan 2024-27 

3.7.  2023-24 CARM Agreement – presentation of draft / discussion / progression  

3.8.  Future of the Outback – update   

4.   OTHER BUSINESS  

 

5.   CLOSURE 
 

 

Keep our Emergency Services Local!
To make sure we have quick local response to fire, storms and rescue & To make sure that
we don’t lose our local emergency service, PUT YOUR HAND UP!
Andamooka CFS and SES need new volunteers & cadets
Roles include coordinators, fire figh�ng, and assis�ng with managing storm damage and
flood waters, as well as seek and rescue.
Training AND PPE is provided.
It only means dedica�ng a few hours a week… which could help save a house or perhaps a
person’s life…

Contact: John West CFS
on: Ph 0408 807 943



4THE ANDAMOOKA PRESS

keeping up with business

We welcome the new members of our
APOMA commi�ee, headed up by new Chair,
David Roe Simons (known as Dave to most).
Check page 2 for the list of Commi�ee
members. In March, the Commi�ee joined
together for a successful familiariza�on /
governance training workshop, which finished
with a meet and greet with staff and others
that they will be working with across
community programs and town management.

This new team will lead the town through a
�me of significant change. Changes to the
way the town is funded and managed.
Challenges of rising costs for servicing,
maintaining and insuring programs and
facili�es, and substan�al change to the
regions demographics and popula�on driven
by new developments and expansions in
regional mining opera�ons.

So they are going to need united and ac�ve
community support to achieve the best
outcomes for the town and community as
they find a new way forward. Please take the
�me to stay informed and to a�end
community mee�ngs and to add your ideas,
voice your concerns, and to assist the
Commi�eewith their decisionmaking on your
behalf.

We look forward to seeing a great turn-out at
the member and community mee�ng on
Sunday 30th April.

As the town has developed, and in view of the
changing way of doing things, so have staffing
needs changed within the Town Office to best
serve the community. The last three years
have been challenging and disrupted, but the
Office has managed to scrape through and to
keep the town generally well maintained and
moving forward. Now, with so many changes
afoot and with more established, new and
emerging ac�ve community groups to support
and service, we need to put the right team in
place to generally manage the town and
community needs into the future.

Welcome to the new APOMA Commi�ee

Welcome to new Office staff

Staff has undergone a basic re-structure and we welcome onto the
team:

� Alison Alder in the role of secretarial support to the Commi�ee. Alison
will be familiar to many, and you will catch up with her at community
mee�ngs.
� Rebecca Dugan – in the role of Community Program Coordinator –
Rebecca is a new resident of Andamooka, well experienced and qualified
in community work, who started work in Andamooka as a youth worker.
This expanded role which includes her work with other community
ac�vi�es, much of which has been voluntary, is essen�ally a go-between
the office and community to assist and service community groups and
programs and to ensure they are well supported and funded.

There will also be some changes to how the office operates to be�er
meet the need for a broader public reach, and these changes will be
progressively introduced across the remainder of 2023 with input and
support from the new commi�ee.

Somuch was achieved across 2022 around construc�on and upgrades to
community facili�es, and work con�nues with this thanks to significant
Federal funding provided under their Roads & Infrastructure
development grants made available to regional communi�es via the
OCA. This has been enhanced by funding from BHP, FRRR and SA
Community Grants.

The opportunity to gain two further grants late 2022 meant that some
other works to finish off some projects have been put on hold to meet
our obliga�ons, but with more numbers now in the CDP we hope to
catch up on these jobs over the next few months.

PROJECTS AND GRANTS

RECREATION PRECINCT:
Ground-work is almost completed to enable landscaping to commence
for pathways, vehicle access and parking, and development of the
outdoor theatre and outdoor social sea�ng space. This has also included
comple�on of the base for the two classroomswhich have been donated
to our community by St Barbara’s School, Roxby Downs.
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community projects & Grants
These are an�cipated to arrive in around mid-year and will
provide a ‘wet room’ for arts development and youth
ac�vi�es, and a training room which will also double as a
music room for youth.

New toilet block – will be ‘open for business’ end of April. The
waste systems ‘grow bed’ design will support a strip of
a�rac�ve trees and scrubs to provide shade and a screening
border.

New media room - Progress is set to commence with se�ng
up this exci�ng facility as part of the training complex. This
will cater for all members of the community for workshops,
group ac�vi�es such as photography and film making, access
to IT to assist community members to undertake on-line
courses and qualifica�ons, and will also provide a well set up
‘Tiny Theatre’ for youth, families and groups to enjoy on a
social basis.

Pump Track – The completed track is already proving popular
with local and visi�ng kids. Construc�on of the new shade
shelter which will cover the whole lawned space around the
track, will be commence in spring. Plans are to install a set of
outdoor fitness sta�ons on the perimeter. Protec�ve fencing
will be installed on 3 sides of the BBQ space and addi�onal
sea�ng installed strategically around the space.

Caravan & Camp Ground Upgrade – work will commence
shortly on this much needed upgrade thanks to Federal Roads
& Infrastructure funding. This will include a second ablu�on
block with compliant disabled facili�es, ground work to level
out van sites with two new pet friendly shade shelters and
upgrade to the exis�ng shelter, and a third 4-way shelter set
up to provide greater comfort for campers. Addi�onal
plan�ngs will provide further shelter from wind and sun and
there are plans for a couple of fire pits to be installed.

Future plans include installa�on of a mini-golf course which
will provide further family entertainment for locals and
visitors, and a community produce garden which will not only
provide greening to the space, but importantly provide fresh
fruit and vegetables to the community as part of a community
enterprise with plans to expand into a small commercial
venture growing mushrooms and micro-greens to sell to a
network of nearby regional towns.

The Arts Collec�ve has been busy with keeping up exhibits
in the Hall which have a�racted the a�en�on of visitors and
resulted in many sales of local works. SALA is a�rac�ng
great support again for 2023.

Lapidary Workshed - the Lapidary Group con�nue with
developments and improvements of their program and
facili�es. The Old PO on Christmas Hill Road is to be re-
purposed as headquarters for their jewelry making
ac�vi�es and a grant has been sought to conduct jewelry
making workshops.

Further up Christmas Hill Road, thanks to local investment,
an historic semi-dug-out is being restored as a replica of the
original Andamooka Post Office and will form part of the
town’s historic trail, promo�ng the life and �mes of Minnie
Berrington and crea�ng a very special interac�ve visitor
a�rac�on.

TOWN HUB PRECINCT:
Hall and Environs - Work has commenced on an upgrade of
the Hall and Hall outdoor environs. This planned work has
suffered delays due to the pressures of major projects, as well
as finding solu�ons to difficult or challenging problems, but
progress is back underway and we an�cipate that the Hub will
be looking its best by the end of 2023.

The Co�ages are also set to undergo some a�en�on for
minor repairs and to make them more secure to prevent
this sort of destruc�on to these irreplaceable icons in the
future.

Old Church Community Centre - is now servicing a number
of ac�vi�es and has proven ideal for mee�ngs and
workshops as well as for groups who use the building for
worship. Final works include paving and ar�ficial grass
spaces under the veranda, plus an upgrade to the kitchen
space to make that more workable for such ac�vi�es as
birthday par�es, workshops, mee�ngs and social ac�vi�es.

It is great to see the Hub developing as a vibrant social
gathering space for locals and visitors. Progress is being
made towards the Hall being open 7 days a week, with
refreshments available for visitors and locals, exhibits and
sales of community wares, and providing a first stop for
visitors to be given first line informa�on and directed to
local a�rac�ons. If the OCA succeed with their project to
install public Wi-Fi in towns and centres throughout our
outback region, we will have this installed in the Hall.

Above: Lapidary shed veranda.
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www.desertthreadz.com3 Melia Street, Roxby Downs Find us on Facebook or Instagram

Community Projects & Grants

We currently have 6 par�cipants in the Community
Development Program that regularly put in volunteer hours.

Spor�ng & Recrea�on Facility:

� There has been a flurry of ac�vity in this area in recent
weeks. We have completed the installa�on of the toilet block
sep�c system & evapora�on/transpira�on beds.
� Extensive groundworks are being undertaken to control
stormwater runoff & level the area for general use.
� We are currently sealing the area with crusher dust &
gravels for final finish.
� Work on the car park area and new access road will
commence this week & is expected to take a week.
� Outstanding jobs are vehicle/pedestrian delinea�on and
all-weather pathways which will commence as soon as crews
become available.

Community Hall complex:

� The splash pad is up and running.
� Replacement bats for the evapora�ve air condi�oner have
been procured & are in hand and will be fi�ed prior to next
summer.

Lapidary Work shed:

� The front verandah has been erected & has been enjoyed
by the lapidary crew.
Pump Track

� The pump track has been completed & temporarily opened
to the public while the shade structure is being fabricated/
delivered. area will be closed down at a suitable �me to allow
for the construc�on of the structure.

Co�ages:

� The co�ages have been cleaned and the BBQ repaired prior
to the easter long weekend.

We have a number of community volunteers that are ac�vely
building the sets & props for the up & coming Minnie
Berrington documentary.

We would like to thank our volunteers both local & traveling
for their assistance.

Maintenance & Project Update

Resumes a�er school holidays.

Youth Ac�vi�es postponed due to
ground work at the community
recrea�on centre.

Above: Completed Pump Track.

Above: Ground work at the community recrea�on centre.
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ANDAMOOKA CARAVAN PARK

CNR. OPAL CREEK BLVD &WATERWAY Grid ref: 30.4499 S / 137.1635 EAll-Weather sealed road from Stuart Hwy

Showers & Toilets
Undercover BBQ Kitchen
Potable Water

Waste Pump-Out Facility
Undercover Playground

Walking Distance To Town Hub
Unlimited nights at $4 per person, per night
Or $12 per night with power (2 people)
Pay at the Dona�on Column.

Fossik for opal, fossils & many
other minerals in & around the
friendly, un-spoilt opal mining
township. Get up close to its
colourful history & take time to
explore the unbridled horizons &
fascinating town attractions.

Things to do and see in andamooka

So many visitors are keen to head out onto the fields to fossick the mullock heaps in the quest for
opal, but many have li�le idea of where they can go safely and worry about encroaching on
registered claims.
Andamooka PO incorporates the local mining agency and they can help you with where to go and
what you’ll need. They also hire out fossicking kits.
For beginners, arm yourself with a sturdy bucket, a small pick and a small garden shovel, gloves,
sturdy footwear and sun safe clothing. There is a fossicking heap located on the edge of the
Andamooka Caravan & Camp Ground on Water Road, where from �me to �me, lucky visitors find
a nice piece of opal.
When looking for somewhere to fossick, stay clear of deep sha�s which may or may not be
covered, and the friable edges of open cuts, and stay well clear of machinery. It is not wise to go
fossicking at night if inexperienced. There are many dangers among the mullocks.
It is wise to start off with a guided tour or join a trip out with the Lapidary Group who are located at the Lapidary Workshed on the corner of
Opal Creek Blvd and Christmas Hill Road in the town hub. Many tours run night �me ac�vi�es where you can make use of ‘black light torches’
which cause the opal to fluoresce and easier to spot. This will also assist you with gaining experience in night-�me fossicking.
It is important that fossickers don’t trespass or more importantly take opal from registered claims. Opal Miners invest a lot of �me, work and
money into their claims. The gaping holes and seemingly barren rocky heaps si�ng on claims may be the result of a long, hard and expensive
labour of love extrac�ng the ‘dirt’ at the opal bearing level lying anywhere between 4m-25m beneath the surface. Therefore, they do not take
kindly to fossickers ‘ra�ng’ through the heaps before they have the chance to ‘work it’ or put it through a noodler. Taking opal from a
registered claim is the� which is a criminal offence.
However, most miners are friendly folk who are only too happy to show you around their claim, give you a few �ps, or direct you to an area
that is both safe and not on a registered claim. In some cases, you can use exis�ng primary tracks to drive through parts of claims in order to
access other areas, but be careful not to drive through areas that are being worked.
Claims are iden�fied by marker posts with indicators set at right angles defining the boundary lines. Claims can be as small as 50mx100m or
as large as 200mx200m, so you will need to ‘sight’ the 4 corner marker posts to be sure that you are fossicking outside of the boundaries,.
Once you have established that you are not on a registered claim, choose mullock heaps that are not ‘fines’, but which have a rocky or rough
composi�on, tending brown or whi�sh in colour as dis�nct from the so�er red earth of the surface layers.
If you have made a find, take it to one of the local outlets for advice. The Post Office/Opal Museum, , the Lapidary Workshed, and also the
Bo�le Shop are all happy to assist.
These outlets can also direct you to local cu�ers and finishers who do excellent work for very reasonable prices. Or give cu�ng and polishing
your stone a go at the Lapidary Workshed. Some cu�ers are also jewellers, who can assist you with se�ng your stone.
GOOD LUCK…. & ENJOY!

GUIDE TO FOSSICKING
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25th: Christmas Day

2nd: SALA Exhibi�on Closes
3rd: A�er SALA Exhibi�on
Reshuffle

9th - 12th: Andamooka
Heritage Fes�val

SALA Registra�ons Open

October Long Weekend

31th: Halloween

Dog Registra�ons Due

30th: SALA Installa�on

Easter Long Weekend
25th: Anzac Day

2nd: All Souls Day

11th: Rememberence Day

2nd: SALA Exhibi�on Opens

2nd: SALA Registra�ons
Close

6th: Youth Group Colour Run

14th: Valen�nes Day

may

Calendar of Events

June

marchfebruary

April

July August September

DecemberNovemberOctober

January
26th: Australia Day

More Details: 8671 0270

Meet at Hall on Sun @ 3pm
For music, worship & sharing

of evening prayer

10AM - 12PM
At the Community Hall

Wacky Wednesdays
Welcome All Seniors

Join in the fun & activities or
just enjoy a cuppa & chat

Andamooka
Community Church

Andamooka / R.D.
Bible Church

Worship Service 10:30 Sunday

Contact: 8672 7004

Bible Study 7:30 Wednesday

Water Way, Andamooka

Shooting Assoc.

Contact: Matt 0419 504 200

For more information on
activities & events

Andamooka Sports
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What’s on in Andamooka

Andamooka
June Long Weekend
Fri 9th To Mon 12th

� Revival of historic events
�Markets, stalls & car-boot sale
� Tag-along Tours
� Exhibits & installa�ons
� Demonstra�ons & ‘have-a-go’ ac�vi�es
�Music, movies..
� Campfire dinner under the stars
� Food & fun for all the family

Check Facebook #andamookahub
for details and updates

Heritage Festival
� Go fossicking for opal - great fun for all, & you never know what you’ll

find!
� See how opal is cut & polished at the community lapidary workshed—

have a go!
Watch opal jewellery and cra�s being made, and learn more about

local minerals and precious stones
Visit historic and art displays at the Community Hall
� Explore Andamooka’s many unspoilt features and don’t forget your

camera...
� Visit local opal mining opera�ons & meet the Town’s miners
� Drive out to endless horizons, see haun�ng Lake Torrens, the old

airstrip, discover ancient sites
� Check out the Underground Opal & Gemstone Museum & their

amazing opal displays.
� Explore the Historic Miners Co�ages
� Track stars across Andamooka’s brilliant night canopy with the

Andamooka Observatory
� Visit The Stoner who has sculpted an amazing life-size �ger with

flashing opal claws
� Take the kids to the playground and pump track, or Splash Pad at the

hub, both with BBQs
� Enjoy a coffee at the Dine-a-Mite Café si�ng out in the leafy

community garden space…
� Join a tour around the town or a self-drive tour to outlying Stuart

Creek & other special spots
� Renew your wardrobe for a song at the famous CWA Op Shop...

Things to do in andamooka
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SALA 2023
Registrations Now Open!

CALLING ALL ARTISTS! Share your art in

The Creative Corner
Come share your work and crea�vity with the community, and get
your art showcased here. We’re always on the look out for crea�ve
talents, whether it’s pain�ng, drawing, sculp�ng, metal, wood,
opal, or anything really, we’d love to hear from you.
Drop Us an Email: admin2@apoma.com.au
Or see Emma at the Town Office: Tuesday & Thursdays, 9:30am to 3pm

• Individual Guitar
• Group Guitar
Fee: $15 / 30 Minutes
Concession for groups
Adults welcome

• Group Mixed Instruments
• Beginning Keyboard

GET READY FOR SALA
! REGISTRATIONS OPEN !

REGISTRATIONS CLOSE: 2ND MAY 2023
FORMS AVAILABLE AROUND TOWN

MORE INFORMATION
Facebook: #ArtyAndamooka

Website: www.artyandamooka.myportfolio.com

CALLING ALL LOCAL CREATIVES
THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN LIVING

ARTISTS (SALA) FESTIVAL IS
RETURNING TO ANDAMOOKA
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@Artyandamooka

The Facebook group suppor�ng
and sharing local ar�sts and
crea�ves:

Join Us On Facebook:
Opening Hours:

Saturdays, 10AM - 2PM Sundays, 12PM - 4PM

B&A
0407 186 505
Old Kingoonya Road, Pimba SA

Cash paid for all deposit-able items

Bottle Collection

El Gas Agent
Delivery available

fortnightly by appointment

Fortnightly at the Tuckabox

Recycling
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(08) 8672 711831002 DODGY DRIVE
ANDAMOOKA

CHECK OUR SPECIALS

Andamooka life

In May of last year, I took on the role of Coordinator for the Arid
Explorers and Andamooka Community Garden. We have cleared,
planted and mulched, so the garden is looking good. We also have
some new red chairs too. As soon as the weather cools down we
have a lot to do for now, it is just trying to keep up watering and
sheltering the plants we already have.

- Debra Mundy

Garden Update

  

Save Hundreds  
On Energy Bills.

 

*Eligible to approved customer under the SA REPS energy saving 
programs to create a subsidy based on deemed carbon abatement, means a 

a small contribution. Refer to our website for full terms and conditions.

ECOVANTAGE ARE PROUD MEMBERS OF

Use up to 70% less energy than electric 
hot water, saving hundreds on energy bills! 

A new 215 litre energy-efficient heat pump hot water 
system can be yours for as little as $99* when replacing 
an existing outside electric hot water system, in order to 
meet the requirements of the energy-efficiency program.

Additional fees will be incurred for replacing in-ceiling or 
internal hot water systems, non-electric hot water 
systems, where any additional plumbing or electrical 
work are required, or when upgrading to a larger unit.

Ecovantage will ask you a series of questions to help 
you to understand any costs that may be incurred prior 
to confirming your booking. We will provide an estimate 
based on the information provided, which may change if 
the information provided is incorrect or insufficient.

Exclusive 7 year warranty on the 
tank, 5 years on the compressor

215 litre capacity with twin-installs 
available for large households

Up to 70% more efficient than 
electric hot water

Subsidised through government 
energy saving programs

 

 
 
 

ecovantage.com.au  |  1300 721 335  

*
$0 out 
of pocket!

• Renters paying less than 
• $400 per week
• Pensioner card holders
• Health care card holders
• Concession card holder
 + more!
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Despite the number of sessions being
cancelled, due to the heat and the
occasional drenching, we have had a
rela�vely good a�endance rate.
Rebecca and Donna have been busy
pu�ng together the ac�vity schedule and
up and coming youth events.
A special thanks to Kaya and Rodney, whom
have volunteered some a�ernoons to
assist with facilita�ng the sessions.
Volunteers are urgently required to
con�nue suppor�ng the viability if the
youth group program. If you have some
�me spare, par�cularly of an a�ernoon,
the youth would greatly appreciate your
support.
You only need a posi�ve a�tude and a
voluntary WWCC (No cost), which we can
assist you with obtaining

The Andamooka Youth Group
has commenced for 2023

Upcoming Youth Group
organised events – Colour
Run/ Walk – Part of May Day
celebra�ons/ ac�vi�es

We are calling for all local
businesses and groups to purchase
a colour sta�on along the track.
The colour sta�ons cost $50. This
includes the colour sachets plus a
dona�on to the Andamooka Youth
Group. Entry for runners/walkers
will cost $10 per person. This
includes a sausage sizzle and drink
to be enjoyed at the conclusion of
the run. Children par�cipa�ng in
the run/walk will receive a colour
run accessory pack (Limit Supply).

For more informa�on please speak
with Rebecca or Donna or email:
andamookayouthgroup@gmail.com

6th MAY 2023

Youth News
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Police Report

South Australia Police
88524205

UNAVAILABLE AT
TIME OF PRINT

Ph: (08) 8672 7087 Email: andamooka@flyingdoctor.net
A�er hours calls will be redirected to the RFDS

Closed 1pm to 2pm for Lunch on all days
Closed
9am - 1pm→ 2pm - 5pm
9am - 1pm
9am - 1pm→ 2pm - 5pm

Saturday/Sunday

Andamooka Health Service
Lot 33 Hospital Rd, Andamooka
A�ended by: Anne, Bec & Verlaine
Opening Hours:
Monday/Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday/Friday

In Roxby 2pm - 5pm
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Andamooka Primary School and Children’s Centre are taking
enrolments now. Do you think your child would thrive in a
smaller se�ng? We have excellent resources, small classes
and experienced, passionate educators.

Do you know where your cat is at night?

Lock it up
For its own protection & for the protection of our native fauna.
Have your cat microchipped, de-sexed & immunised.

ANDAMOOKA
OPEN: Monday to Friday
3:30pm to 5pm

COMMUNITY LIBRARY

SERVICES ALSO AVAILABLE THROUGH SA LIBRARIES ONLINE
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Community Noticeboard

Please register to receive your newsletter via email, or to register someone you know who would need a print copy
Email: admin2@apoma.com.au or call / text (m) 0455 321 638

Visit the Post Office
Want to try Fossicking?

& talk to their friendly
staff for all the
information and

equipment you need
to get started.

Local Events

9am to 12pm

Fall’s In Season

‘Boo-Teek’ OP Shop
Top of CWA Road

Regular Hours: Friday and Saturday

Andamooka CWA
Proceeds support local & other chari�es

Qualified in Disability, Aged Care, and Palliative CareTherapy

ANDAMOOKAMASSAGE THERAPIST
Therese Schofield –Qualified Trainer and Assessor
Remedial/Deep Tissue/Relaxation/Hot Stone/Indian HeadMassageTherapist

Phone: 0427334883
Email: therese.scho@bigpond.com

Please remember to social distance and
wear a mask when visi�ng!

Visit the Legendary
Asbestos Removal - Remove and Reinstate

Ph 0429 954 125 - Curtis Wilson

www.southoceanconstruction.com

Remove the health risk and increase
your property value

BL 36659, Asbestos Lic 94870, EPA Licenced.
Victor Harbour SA 5211, Kangaroo Island SA 5223

Quotes Advice

Check Out All The Latest On
Events and Community Info:

Community Occasions
Workshops

BINGO!

Astronomical Events
Meetings & Forums
And Much More…

NOW ACCEPTING DONATIONS

Get some awesome autumn deals!


