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♦ 28th Mar: General and
Community Mee�ng

More on Events page 9...

Please Be Advised:
Due to the ongoing spread of
COVID-19, events may be
cancelled or postponed.

ANDAMOOKA ALIVE a new way forward…
There is no doubt that Covid-19 has made its mark on the
township and community of Andamooka, but in the
tradi�on of Andamookan’s ‘last great act of defiance’, we
stand once again as a community that is facing up to the
challenges of crea�ng a new way forward for this dusty,
quirky but amazing township we live in or love to come
back to…

Yes, the ‘pub’s’ closed down and we don’t know when it
will open again… the local store shut down and awai�ng
its future… fuel is a problem and things have looked a
li�le quiet on the surface, but scratch away that dusty
top layer and you will see Andamooka’s true colours
shining.

In a move to overcome difficul�es for many locals, the
Bo�leshop took up the role as a ‘general store’ stocking
day to day staples together with their great range of
beverages, and this has been a veritable lifesaver for so
many.

In a brave move, the Café re-opened. A new business
mid-pandemic! and the Dine-a-mite crew have served
our community and visitors so well for the past 7 months,
crea�ng a welcoming atmosphere around the hub.

Volunteers worked hard to run a series of ‘take-away’
nights across the tourism season to serve locals and
visitors alike and there were some good evenings spent
at the hub catching up (from a correct distance) with
others who normally would congregate at the Tuckabox
on a Friday night. There are more planned.

The legendary ‘Andamooka Boo-teek Op Shop’ re-
opened its doors in February and this has also a�racted
visita�on back to Andamooka and provided another
mee�ng place for locals.

Projects con�nued throughout, and with the help of so
many local businesses and volunteers we’ve seen the
realisa�on of an amazing community kitchen that
supports the local community food program including
seniors’ meals deliveries and distribu�on of food
packages.

The new Wifi Hub supports the Be Connected internet
access program which has assisted isolated seniors to
connect with family and friends na�onally and
worldwide, and to learn new skills to assist with living in
a restricted Covid world. It has also been a great social
service bringing locals together on a regular basis as has
the seniors ‘Wacky Wednesday on Tuesdays’ at the Hall.
Coordinator Kath Wilby has great plans to expand these
programs so please put your support behind her quest to
bring more joy into the lives of our valued seniors.

On another level, there is now an ac�ve project group
working together with expert assistance on a number of
projects including the major community sports and
recrea�on facility project with the vital support of
community volunteers. We have had great funding support
from BHP and via the OCA for services and facili�es and we
also have an amazing documentary being produced in and
about our town.

Other new working groups are forming. An emerging
marke�ng/tourism focus group had a very successful
marke�ng & tourism mee�ng with the RDAFN in early
February. A new historic focus group is emerging, the new
lapidary group is working on revitalising the local opal
industry, and there is a glimmer of an arts focus group
forming. Trails are a major focus connec�ng genres,
features, events and adventure and building enterprise.

Our community is coming together with a renewed spirit
reinvigora�ng exis�ng volunteers and bringing others on
board to support the enormous amount of work being done.
There is a core few across our community with a quest to
advance our town, popula�on and future. But as Covid
restric�ons ease, we need everyone to get on board if we all
want a real future for our town.

Feedback from visitors to the town speaks of friendly, happy
people who make them feel ‘like a local’ … of a clean and �dy
town with great facili�es, of a place with so much hidden
beneath its dusty surface that fascinates and surprises and
which keeps them here for longer than expected… then
lures them back again.

So, come on.. be part of this regenera�on. (think of the
mouse and the eagle) Open your hearts and minds, smile,
put your support behind projects and local business. Maybe
think about new opportuni�es for yourself that could
emerge from these new projects…. Everyone counts.

Together let’s bring ANDAMOOKA ALIVE!

♦ 2nd April: Good Friday
BBQ at the Co�ages

♦ 4th April: An Arvo
with Kell n Co’
Outback Opal Hunters

♦ 23rd - 25th Mar: RFDS
Dental Clinic - Please book!

♦ 3rd April: Dine-A-Mite
Cafe Open for Take-Away
Dinners

Ground work underway at new rec and sports centre!
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OCA: 12 Tassie St, Pt Augusta Ph: (08) 8648 5970

Email:
OCA: oca@sa.gov.au

APOMA/Town Office: secretary@apoma.com.au
Town Maintenance/Projects: admin1@apoma.com.au
Events & Memberships: admin3@apoma.com.au

Newsle�er: admin2@apoma.com.au

YOUR ONE-STOP SHOP FOR OCA, APOMA & TOWN BUSINESS
ANDAMOOKA TOWN OFFICE

PO Box 246 Andamooka SA 5722

Chair: Ian Thompson

PO Box 246 Andamooka SA 5722
Email: secretary@apoma.com.au

Chair: Ian Thompson
Secretary: Rodney Mitchell
Treasurer: Gill Rowley

www.andamooka.sa.au

M: 0477 184 485
Email: admin2@apoma.com.au

CIRCULATION: 250 hard copies &

Web: www.andamooka.sa.au
Facebook: /AndamookaPortal
Email us to receive an email copy,
or phone us to request a paper
copy.

Digital distribu�on by web and email.

Andamooka progress and opal miners association Inc.Community contacts

ADVERTISING & NOTICES

PUBLISHER

Adver�sing & no�ces are free of
charge to local chari�es and
groups.

ADVERTISING RATES:
Full Page: By Sponsorship Only

1/4 Page: $25 or $250 Annually
1/6 Page: $15 or $150 Annually
Strip: $17 or $175 Annually
Business Card: $7.50 or $75
Annually

1/3 Page: $32 or $325 Annually

Classified: $5 or $50 Annually

CONTACT: Gill Rowley
Email: treasurer@apoma.com.au

Produced by Andamooka Town
Office, Published by APOMA

APOMA is the peak body
represen�ng the opal miners,
residents, community and township of
Andamooka.

APOMA’S key objec�ves are to lead
the community, protect miners rights
& build a sustainable future for the
town; maintain & develop the
township; assist the development of
opal mining & promote opal markets;
promote & facilitate tourism, promote
& facilitate community wellbeing,
social inclusion & equality within the
township.

NEXT MEETING

Correspondence addressed to the
Secretary due 7 days prior to mee�ng.

FOR ALL EMERGENCIES
CALL 000

Your call will be directed to the
right organisa�on to manage the

situa�on.

www.andamooka.sa.au
For more details, visit:

Please visit the website to access minutes from APOMA mee�ngs and for
other informa�on. If unable to access the website, please call APOMA to
arrange an alterna�ve.

MINUTES & OTHER INFORMATION:

& Information

Town Maintenance: Richard Hawkins 0418 855 165
Address: Community Hub, School Rd, Andamooka

Postal: PO Box 246 Andamooka SA 5722

OPEN TUESDAY - FRIDAY
9:30PM - 3:00PM (CLOSED 12PM FRIDAYS)

URGENT ENQUIRIES
OCA: 08 8648 5970 APOMA: 0477 184 485

Police: 131 444
SES/CFS:
John West: 0408 807 943
Stefan Bilka: 0427 181 752

Andamooka Community
Health Service:
Hospital Road 8672 7087

Post Office: 8672 7007
Open 7 Days, Opal Creek Blvd.

Hours: 9am - 5pm Weekdays
11am - 3pm Weekends

Andamooka Powerhouse:
8672 7235
Power Cards @ Post Office

Town Office: 0477 184 485

Open: Tue-Fri, 9:30am - 3pm
School Rd

Centre: 8672 7018
Public Library Hours, See Pg 15

Andamooka Community Hall:
Enquires, contact APOMA
- Kids Splash Pad & BBQ Area

- Andamooka Dine-A-Mite Cafe
Opal Creek Blvd.
Andamooka Dine-A-Mite Cafe:
Opal Creek Blvd. PH 0409 512 692

Andamooka Caravan Park
& Playground: 0477 184 485
Opal Creek Blvd.

Bo�le Shop: 8672 7183
Opal Creek Blvd. Open 7 Days

Roving Vet: 8642 3308

CWA: 8672 7044
Andamooka Boo-Teek Op Shop
Open Fri & Sat, 9am - 12pm
Top of CWA Rd

Motor Vehicle Registra�on:
Roxby Downs Town Council

Located at the Community Hall

- Book Exchange & Art Exhibi�ons

Andamooka School & Children’s

- Dukes Bo�lehouse Motel
- Laundry-mat
- Claims Registra�on

A�er Hours: Emergencies Only
See page 6 for daily clinic hours

Disclaimer: The informa�on presented
within the Andamooka Press is intended
for the Andamooka community. No
liability is accepted for any unauthorised
use of the informa�on contained with
this publica�on.
APOMA reserve the right to edit all
submissions for publica�on in the
Andamooka Press.
No responsibility is taken for adver�ser’s
claims. CCS & Avdata payments accepted at Post Office

Sunday, 28th March 2021

Discussion and decisions around major projects:
• Decision on loca�on for new Recrea�on complex
determined as part of a broader project for the combined
camp-ground and ‘grader shed’ sites into a
comprehensive recrea�on and sports complex.
• Future of ‘community church’ site under discussion.
• Progress with lapidary facility and program
• Progression and funding of trails project inclusive of
co�ages restora�on, Minnie Berrington project and
cemetery.
• Torrens road upgrade and Borefield connector –
ongoing
• 2021 major events and fundraising/funding
• Ongoing discussion re servicing the community
including local access to fresh food, fuel and other vital
commodi�es, plus concept of community shop.
• Also on youth and seniors program development
• Joint discussion with OCA re ‘Outback Futures’ and
how Andamooka will fit into changes associated with this.
• Also re 2020-21 and 2021-22 CARM Agreements and
funding.
• Financials and advancements with financial
management and repor�ng. Online discussion with
accountant.
• Also upgrades to advance IT and electronic
communica�ons including for mee�ngs.
• Recruitment of members and volunteers.
• Determina�on of mee�ng dates including quarterly
member/community mee�ng March.

Commi�ee Mee�ngs Jan/Feb:
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Apoma news & notices

B&A
0407 186 505
Old Kingoonya Road, Pimba SA

Cash paid for all deposit-able items

Bottle Collection

Community
Contribu�on
Scheme (CCS)
Quarterly Payments

Avdata Water Payments &

Andamooka Post Office
Reminder that the next CCS
Contribu�ons are due.

Keys managed at the

MAKE SURE YOUR CONCERNS
OR COMPLAINTS REACH THE
RIGHT PLACE FOR ATTENTION
The OCA is the responsible body
to manage and have addressed
issues, concerns or complaints
about:

◇ROADS: Including major
external access roads, outer
tracks and town roads.
◇CAT & DOG (Not feral) ISSUES:
Including a�acks, nuisance,
wandering and other serious
concerns.
◇DUMP
Please call direct: (08) 8648 5970
or a�er hours if necessary Byron
Gough: 0427 687 772
Or visit the Andamooka Town
Office who will assist your call to
the OCA via the Office.

APOMA
MEMBERSHIPS
RENEWALS DUE 1st JANUARY

Individual/Single: $10
Family: $20

Concession Rate of $5 applies to
Concession card holders.

For the year
1st Jan - 31st Dec 2021

El Gas Agent
Delivery available

fortnightly by appointment

Fortnightly at the Tuckabox

Recycling

 

Andamooka Progress & Opal Miners Association Incorporated (APOMA) 
Postal: PO Box 246 Andamooka SA 5722     email: secretary@apoma.com.au            www.andamooka.sa.au 

Phone: 0477 184 485 

 
 

Andamooka Progress and Opal Miners Association Inc. 

 ‘Preserving our past and planning for our future’ 
 

All community members invited. 

General Meeting of APOMA Members & Community 

1.30pm, Sunday 28th March 2021 

‘Meet & Greet’ BBQ and registration from 12.30pm 

Andamooka Community Hall, School Road, Andamooka. 

MEETING AGENDA: 
 

1. OPENING OF MEETING & WELCOME 

2. ATTENDANCE / APOLOGIES / PROXIES 

3. GENERAL BUSINESS: 

3.1.   Overview of achievements, & current & on-going activities – Nov 20 – Mar 21 

3.2.   Half Yearly Financial Report – Association & Town Management 

3.2.2.      Budget Report – Association & Town Management 

3.2.3.      Update on Assets & Projects - grants / funding    

3.2.4.      Update on Community Programs - grants / funding    

       3.3.   Update on Asset Maintenance and Facility Upgrades  

  3.3.1.       Overview of maintenance schedule – work completed, in progress, planned. 

  3.3.2.       Camp-ground precinct development – Pump Track  

  3.3.3.       Community Church site 

3.4.    Andamooka CARM Agreement 2021-22 – presented for approval to progress & sign  

                 3.4.1.      2021-22 CARM Agreement – outline & budget 

3.5.    Proposed APOMA Association / Town Management Budget 2021-22 

   3.5.1.       Overview of Budget 2021-22 and end of financial year projections 2020-21 

           3.5.2.        Adoption of the APOMA budget for 2021-22 as presented.  

   3.5.2.      OCA Review – Future of the Outback – Out of Areas management  

            3.5.3.      CARM Agreement 2022 - onwards 

     3.6.     Events and fundraising – 2021  

4.  OTHER BUSINESS  
 

5. CLOSURE 

 

Items for GENERAL BUSINESS: must be lodged by Monday 22nd March 2021, addressed to The 
Secretary, APOMA, in person at the Town Office, or by email to secretary@apoma.com.au, or by mail 
received last post, to PO Box 246, Andamooka 5722.  
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keeping up with business

Grants & income streams

Many thanks to those members of the community who responded to the community consulta�on survey on
development of community facili�es, in par�cular the preferred loca�on for the new community sport and
recrea�on complex. This has greatly assisted the commi�ee with planning and vital decisions around major
projects.

The survey resulted in overwhelming condi�onal support for the ‘school site’ with the ‘grader shed’ site the clear
second preference. The school site was not made available for re-dedica�on by the Educa�on Dept. so a�er
much discussion and sound delibera�on, the decision was made to locate the new Community Sport &
Recrea�on Complex at the ‘grader shed’ site off Koska St.

That group of 3 blocks is dedicated to APOMA for community use and includes the ‘grader shed’ block and the
two adjoining blocks immediately behind that, pu�ng the complex in proximity to the playground and BBQ
shelter, toilets, and to the proposed bush food orchard and walking track connec�ng to the town hub.

The old grader shed has been upgraded as headquarters for the town maintenance crew and is currently in the
process of being set up as a community workshop housing metalwork and woodworking. There are plans to
a�ach a lean-to workshop to accommodate mosaics and other similar cra�.

The new complex will comprise of an indoor, aircondi�oned, all-weather sports court of volley-ball dimensions
being approximately as for junior netball, providing for social compe��on and training for a number of court
sports as well as various other ac�vi�es. Plus, an a�ached youth facility with storeroom to one side and to the
other side, space for fitness ac�vi�es, secure children’s play space, and an undercover courtyard/entry. With
both facili�es at the site, share parking and toilet facili�es will reduce service costs and allow for other savings.

The size of the site can accommodate outdoor passive recrea�on including community garden spaces with water
supplied by catchment from the extensive roof spans.

This project has been made possible by a combina�on of two grants secured via the OCA, with $105K from
Drought Relief funding and $200K from DPTI Roads and Infrastructure funding, together with significant in-kind
community volunteer support and addi�onal funding from APOMA fundraising and income streams. With
groundwork due to commence, the building is an�cipated to be completed ready for use by the end of August.

Please put your support behind this significant project. From volunteering with various tasks to simply suppor�ng
our fundraising efforts, especially the youth efforts, or perhaps making a small dona�on. We can all help make
this much needed and desperately wanted facility a reality at last!!

UNDERWAY! – NEW COMMUNITY SPORT & RECREATION COMPLEX

Applica�on in for $1000 to conduct Be
Connected ‘Get Connected Day’ event.
SA Country Arts Grant – Minnie Berrington
documentary. Filming commenced
September. On track.
OCA Drought Funding - $105,000 received for
youth and community facili�es – in planning
process.
Funding sought via BHP Vital Resources fund
for community programs and feasibility study
on way forward for Andamooka.
Applica�on in process for Volunteer Grant to
assist volunteer development and cost
covering.
Seeking funding for tourism related ac�vi�es,
events and marke�ng.
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Thinking employment?
Think Complete

Jenna Post Consultant
1B 20-22 Tutop St, Roxby Downs SA 5725
Ph: (08) 8671 0621 Fax: (08) 8671 0481 M: 0418 807 450
Email: jenna.post@complete-personnel.com.au
Web: www.complete-personnel.com.au

Upcoming Workshops:
Calendars, Books & Photo Albums

Sessions for 2021: TBA

Please Book: 0477 184 485

Central sports hall – dimensions 24m x 14m – mul�-court layout
also ideal for gymnas�cs, mar�al arts and such events as
markets.

Le� side dimensions 24mx6m – this is dedicated to a Youth
Centre with the interior layout to be decided in conjunc�on with
the Youth Group.

Right side – overall dimensions 24mx6m - incorporates two
spaces. One to accommodate fitness and the other for ac�vi�es
such as children’s social play-space or workshops. These are
separated by an undercover outdoor sea�ng space and entry to
the sports hall.

FLOORPLAN AND FOOTPRINT – ANDAMOOKA RECREATION & SPORTS COMPLEX
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Andamooka community projects

It’s been all hands on deck since the Community Development
Program (CDP) recommenced on the 12th of March and a
number of outstanding projects have re-commenced or now
been completed. We currently have 7 CDP par�cipants, all
regularly put in volunteer hours beyond their obligated
requirements. If you come across them at work, feel free to
stop and say g’day and compliment them for a job well done.

Spor�ng & Recrea�on Facility:

This is our major project for 2021 and so will require most of
the CDP hours both obligated & volunteered. If you feel you
can contribute any skills & labour to this project please don’t
hesitate to approach us at the town office.

The present schedule for preliminary works are as follows.

� Survey work has been completed & boundaries have
been delineated.
� Soil sampling has been completed.
� Development approval is being lodged.
� Civil prepara�on will commence on the weekend of
20/03/21.
� Foo�ngs will begin in the week star�ng 22/03/21,
then boxing up & reinforcement installa�on commencing
immediately a�er that.
� The concrete pour will commence around the 8th of
April & conclude on the 16th.
� The prefabricated building kit will be completed 29th

of April with construc�on commencing immediately a�er
delivery.

Community Hall/Hub Complex:

The following work has been completed in the community
hall:-

� The café water tank has been relocated & repurposed
as a storm water surge tank for the café roof. This will mi�gate
flooding that previously occurred in the garden from runoff
directed into the splash pad holding tank. - Richard Hawkins,

APOMA Project and Maintenance Manager

� Pain�ng of the hall interior is con�nuing.
� The community gardens are currently
undergoing a comprehensive overhaul & plan�ngs for
the winter/spring period are underway. The ailing lemon
tree has been relocated from its flailing above ground
planter to a permanent in ground posi�on where the
relocated café water tank was.
� No other issues reported.
Community Hall café premises:

� We are currently inves�ga�ng some damage in
the café waste-water system which may require some
remedial work in the future.
Community bus:

� Covid deep cleaning is con�nuing prior to the
bus being used.
Lapidary Workshed:

� Another 6-wheel lapidary machine has been
delivered to meet increasing demand and the ‘team’ are
busy readying that for the next open day.
� A pump has been installed to assist water
pressure including to the air cooler.
Minnie Berrington project:

� We have a number of community volunteers that
are ac�vely building the sets & props for the up & coming
Minnie Berrington documentary.
� Renova�ons and repairs funded by BHP
Community Dona�ons, of historic co�ages which will
also be feature in the documentary and are central to the
new historic trail.
Other ac�vi�es:

We have updated the Covid safe plans again for public
spaces to reflect the current restric�ons.

We would like to thank our volunteers both local &
travelling, for their invaluable assistance.

Maintenance & Projects Update
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ANDAMOOKA CARAVAN PARK

CNR. OPAL CREEK BLVD &WATERWAY Grid ref: 30.4499 S / 137.1635 EAll-Weather sealed road from Stuart Hwy

Showers & Toilets
Undercover BBQ Kitchen
Potable Water

Waste Pump-Out Facility
Undercover Playground

Walking Distance To Town Hub
Unlimited nights at $3 per person, per night
Or $10 per night with power (2 people)
Pay at the Dona�on Column.

Fossik for opal, fossils & many
other minerals in & around the
friendly, un-spoilt opal mining
township. Get up close to its
colourful history & take time to
explore the unbridled horizons &
fascinating town attractions.

Things to do and see in andamooka
PUMPTRACK COMING TO ANDAMOOKA

The OCA has sought grant funding for the installa�on of a series of ‘Pump Tracks’ throughout outback townships.
Andamooka has been offered the opportunity for one to be installed in town, with the preferred loca�on being within the
camp-ground precinct.

This precinct is quite extensive and loca�ng the PUMPTRACK adjacent to the camp ground offers both locals and visitors
another dimension for fun and fitness. It is adjacent to the sport and recrea�on precinct and youth centre, so well placed
for all members of the community to access.

Informa�on downloaded from the Pumptrack website at: www.modularpumptrack.com.au

Modular Pumptrack’s are the perfect way to create a healthy, socially inclusive play environment
� Our feedback shows high level of parent and guardian satisfaction
� Parkitect’s Modular Pumptracks can be customised to fit in with the environment and existing playground
infrastructure
� Modular Pumptracks offer a proven recreational facility for both indoor and outdoor playspaces
� Installing a pump track can re-activate a space, like an old tennis court or piece of unused land
� Made from durable, sustainable
materials, Modular Pumptracks require
minimal maintenance
� Installation is quick and easy –
it’s DIY – no need for specialists
� You can easily move around,
relocate, expand or change the
configuration of your pump track

LOCATION: The APOMA Commi�ee &
project group is recommending installing
this at the camp ground precinct adjacent to
the playground, toilets and outdoor BBQ
facili�es. There is plenty of parking and it
will also be in close proximity to the new
youth facility and rec & sports complex.

FUNDING: OCA funding for the project
includes the track, installa�on, groundwork
and landscaping. We just need to provide
labour for the installa�on. So volunteers are
welcome!
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25th: Christmas

June Long Weekend

23rd - 25th: RFDS Dental
Clinic - Bookings Essen�al

28th: APOMAMember &
Community Mee�ng

October Long Weekend
31st: Halloween

Dog Registra�on Due

2nd: Good Friday BBQ
4th: Arvo with Kell n Co’
25th: Anzac Day

2nd: All Souls
11th: Rememberence Day

14th: Valen�nes Day

may

Calendar of Events

June

marchfebruary

April

July August September

DecemberNovemberOctober

January
26th: Australia Day

More Details: 8671 0270

Meet at Hall on Sun @ 3pm
For music, worship & sharing

of evening prayer

10AM - 12PM
At the CFS / SES Shed

Wacky Wednesdays
Welcome All Seniors

Join in the fun & activities or
just enjoy a cuppa & chat

Andamooka
Community Church

Andamooka / R.D.
Bible Church

Worship Service 10:30 Sunday

Contact: 8672 7004

Bible Study 7:30 Wednesday

Water Way, Andamooka

Shooting Assoc.

Contact: Matt 0419 504 200

For more information on
activities & events

Andamooka Sports
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NEXT DATES
TBAEvery Third Sunday

All proceeds go towards new community facilities

What’s on in Andamooka

We are excited to announce an ’Arvo with Kell n Co’
on Easter Sunday.

Kelly Tishler, the very popular ‘Opal Queen’ from the
TV series ‘The Outback Opal Hunters’ with be joining
us late a�ernoon on Sunday 4th April.

Meet local opal miners and cu�ers, with
demonstra�ons and informa�on at the Lapidary
Workshed open to visitors from 4.00pm.
Transi�oning into a casual meet & greet with Kell
and other Hunters from ‘The Ridge’ over at the
Community Hall, including a BBQ tea serving from
6.00pm and a�er dark skygazing.
BYO beverages.

Kelly is keen to hear and share stories with other
local opal miners and the community.

Opal queen “Arvo with Kell n Co”
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Love is in the air
Bird photography

CALLING ALL ARTISTS! Share your art in

The Creative Corner
Come share your work and crea�vity with the community, and get
your art showcased here. We’re always on the look out for crea�ve
talents, whether it’s pain�ng, drawing, sculp�ng, metal, wood,
opal, or anything really, we’d love to hear from you.
Drop Us an Email: admin2@apoma.com.au
Or see Emma at the Town Office: Tuesday & Thursdays, 9:30am to 3pm

• Individual Guitar
• Group Guitar
Fee: $15 / 30 Minutes
Concession for groups
Adults welcome

• Group Mixed Instruments
• Beginning Keyboard

Local photographer, Ali Smoker, has
captured ‘the love’ in this gallery of
local birdlife pairs and families caring
and sharing.
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Opening Hours: Saturdays, 10am - 2pm
Hours subject to change over the holiday period@Artyandamooka

The Facebook group suppor�ng
and sharing local ar�sts and
crea�ves:

Join Us On Facebook:

In March 2013 I travelled to Port Lincoln to say goodbye to Brain Tansell. Brian had been diagnosed with a
terminal illness and passed away the following month, 6/4/2013. Before I le� Port Lincoln, Brian gave me a box
containing items he’d been using for research purposes on the early history of Andamooka. Among these items
were documents rela�ng to Minnie Berrington’s �me on the field, book reviews of her book “Stones of Fire”,
photographs, newspaper cu�ngs and a few of her sundry items. Once a copy of her book was gratefully
sourced for me, I resumed Brain’s research pre�y much where he’d le� off.

A bit over a year ago I was informed that Lara Lukich intended to produce a documentary about Minnie
Berrington and I was asked to be involved with the research along with Stuart Wa�son, a philatelist (no, you
don’t get arrested for being a philatelist, philately is the study of postage stamps and postal services). Stuart
developed an interest in Minnie Berrington due to her posi�on as first postmistress of Andamooka, although
his study of her has extended well beyond that role.

In an effort to glean as much informa�on about Minnie as possible before filming resumes later this year I
travelled through the towns archives. While this search didn’t provide as much new informa�on as I would
have liked, it did confirm some things that had been suspected, and every li�le bit adds to the total picture.
Also buried deep within the archives was a number of interes�ng ar�cles in the form of le�ers and interviews
from and about past residents, mostly pre-1950.

In mid February I submi�ed the last of my research to Lara and with the �me finishing that research has freed
up I offered to write a history ar�cle for the newsle�er search month using informa�on found in the towns
archives as a reference. First month will be Minnie Berrington, next month somebody else, next month Minnie
Berrington and so on. If the informa�on is there, might as well use it, it’s no good just si�ng in boxes.

The inten�on of the ar�cles will be to shed some light on mostly pre-1950s Andamooka and to give people a
be�er understanding as to why Minnie Berrington has been deemed worthy of having a documentary made
of her, the character of the woman alone would warrant it. If, a�er you’re suitably impressed you start thinking
about naming a street a�er her, don’t be too hasty, we already tried that. Unfortunately somewhere along the
chain of command her name was mis-spelt! And instead of Berrington Court, we got Barrington Court.

Curiously, I checked to see if we’d at least named the street a�er somebody famous, and it turns out we did,
George Barrington (most likely an alias). George Barrington was transported to Australia as a convict around
1790 for picking pockets in England. Through his trials George somehow managed to acquire a minor celebrity
status, and that status seemed to follow him to Australia. He was granted an early pardon, land grants, and
within a decade of being found guilty to picking pockets, was appointed chief constable of Parama�a, re�ring
in 1800 and dying in 1804. It’s weirdly appropriate that it should be called Barrington Court because George
Barrington stood trial in court three �mes that I know of, maybe some things are just meant to be.

In summery, instead of having a street named a�er the first female opal miner, first postmistress etc, we have
a street named a�er a convict pickpocket. Some people I’ve men�oned this to have expressed the opinion that
having a street named a�er a convict pickpocket be�er suits Andamooka anyway. For impar�ality reasons I’ll
keep my opinion to myself. While we’re on the subject of opinions, might be appropriate to finish with a quote
for the month.

A Blast From The Past - By Wayne Dries

NEXT MONTH: Minnie Berrington Meets Alice In Wonderland

“Opinions are like arseholes; everybody has one.” – Clint Eastwood
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(08) 8672 711831002 DODGY DRIVE
ANDAMOOKA

CHECKOUR SPECIALS
Do you know where your cat is at night?

Lock it up
For its own protection & for the protection of our native fauna.
Have your cat microchipped, de-sexed & immunised.

ATTENTION ANDAMOOKA YOUTH & PARENTS
THIS IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO ASSIST WITH THE LAYOUT

DESIGN FOR THE NEW YOUTH FACILITIES
Check the overall design layout of the new Andamooka Sport and Recrea�on Facility on page 5 which shows the
alloca�on to one side of the court for dedicated youth space. The outer dimensions for this space is 6mx24m which will
open into the new indoor sports court area crea�ng an extensive area for youth group ac�vi�es.

The all-weather indoor sports court will be large enough for a full-sized volleyball court and badminton court, plus
approx. regula�on modified prac�ce court / junior court for basketball and netball with nets at each end. The other side
of the court will include an undercover courtyard, secure children’s play space and space for fitness ac�vi�es.

Internal walls have flexibility as to where they are built so we encourage you to think about how you think the layout
should look. IE: what different spaces are needed for what purposes, what size they might be and perhaps where the
walls should go.

Feedback to date from the youth group has included:

� Space to accommodate game equipment/ac�vi�es
� Including space for a table tennis table/s. This ac�vity could be accommodated at one end of the sports court if
it is not being used for compe��ve ac�vi�es using both ends of the court.
� Space for VR ac�vi�es
� A passive space to accommodate couches and TV screens, consoles etc
� An office area for the youth coordinator with viewing windows
� Large storage space which will accommodate games equipment as well as other equipment and items. We
envisage this will have an internal roller door enabling easy access and handling.
As well as this feedback, to assist us with development of services we are also seeking an indica�on of other types
ac�vi�es/workshops that you would like. Some that have been discussed to date are:

� Cooking / nutri�on
� Ar�s�c
� Career oriented skills
� Personal grooming / health
� Fitness classes
� Camp-outs and trips
It would be great to have your feedback. Please email your ideas and sketches to admin1@apoma.com.au or drop off at
the Town Office by Monday 8th March.

RFDS DENTAL CLINIC
@ Andamooka Health Service
23RD - 25TH MARCH 2021

↓ Bookings Essen�al ↓

1800 370 793



14THE ANDAMOOKA PRESS

Police Report

Ph: (08) 8672 7087 Email: andamooka@flyingdoctor.net
A�er hours calls will be redirected to the RFDS

Closed 12pm to 2pm for Lunch on all days
Closed
9am - 5pm
9am - 12pm
9am - 5pm

Saturday/Sunday

Andamooka Health Service
Lot 33 Hospital Rd, Andamooka
A�ended by: Diane Bilka, Anne Alexander & Health Service Assistants
Opening Hours:
Monday/Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday/Friday

Thank you
Senior Constable First Class Tristan Fan�nel
Roxby Downs Police Sta�on
South Australia Police
8671 4200

The Roxby Downs Police have been largely focusing on traffic ma�ers over the summer, in par�cular
drug and drink driving. Since the last report police detected three drink drivers, all of whom reside
in Andamooka, have been issued with licence disqualifica�ons and had their vehicles impounded for
a period of 28 days.

Police have also detected no less than ten drug drivers in Andamooka since November last year.
Driving whilst having drugs in your system significantly impacts your ability to react, and you become a danger to all road
users including yourself.

In November 2020 a house on Gelignite Road was broken into. A television and other items were taken from the house. In
January 2021 another house on Gelignite Road was broken into where significant damage was caused and a number of items
taken.

In December 2020 whilst police were conduc�ng enquiries at a house on Dunstan Drive, located a number of Cannabis
plants. These plants were seized and a 34 year old male who lives at the address was reported and will appear in court at a
later date.

If anyone has any informa�on on the above ma�ers, they are asked to contact the Roxby Downs police sta�on on 8671 4200,
or if you wish to remain anonymous please contact Crime-stoppers on 1800 333 000.
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2021
LET’S NOTUNDO
ALL THEGOOD.

Keepplaying your part to help Stopthe Spread

Keeppractising goodhygiene

Stay1.5metres apart

Download the COVIDSafeapp
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Please register to receive your newsletter via email, or to register someone you know who would need a print copy
Email: admin2@apoma.com.au or call (m) 0477 184 485

Visit the Post Office
Want to try Fossicking?

& talk to their friendly
staff for all the
information and

equipment you need
to get started.

Meetings & More...
Astronomical Events
Special Info Nights
BINGO
Workshops
Community Occasions

To find the latest updates
& info on:

Local Events

9am to midday

Tumble Into Autumn

‘Boo-Teek’ OP Shop
Top of CWA Road

Regular Hours: Saturday

Andamooka CWA
Proceeds support local & other chari�es

Now Open!

Qualified in Disability, Aged Care, and Palliative CareTherapy

ANDAMOOKAMASSAGE THERAPIST
Therese Schofield –Qualified Trainer and Assessor
Remedial/Deep Tissue/Relaxation/Hot Stone/Indian HeadMassageTherapist

Phone: 0427334883
Email: therese.scho@bigpond.com

Catch a good deal in the fall!

Visit the Legendary

Asbestos Removal - Remove and Reinstate

Ph 0429 954 125 - Curtis Wilson

www.southoceanconstruction.com

Remove the health risk and increase
your property value

BL 36659, Asbestos Lic 94870, EPA Licenced.
Victor Harbour SA 5211, Kangaroo Island SA 5223

Quotes Advice

Community Noticeboard


